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POLITICAL PARTY ORGANIZATION IN WISCONSIN 

What Is a Political Party? 

A political party is a private, voluntary organization of people with similar political beliefs that 
vies with other parties for control of government. Political parties help voters select their govern­
ment officials and create a consensus on the basic principles that direct governmental activities 
and processes. 

Political parties in the United States have traditionally provided an organized framework for 
the orderly performance of several basic political tasks necessary to representative democracy. 
Parties act to: 

S Provide a stable institution for building coalitions based on shared principles and priorities; 
S Recruit and nominate candidates for elective and appointive offices in government; 
S Promote the election of the party’s slate of candidates; 
S Guard the integrity of election procedures and vote canvassing; and 
S Educate the voters by defining issues, taking policy positions, and formulating programs. 
U.S. parties offer a marked contrast to the party apparatus in other nations.  In many parts of 

the world, political parties start out with defined ideologies and programs.  Their members are 
recruited on the basis of these ideas, and there is little room for disagreement within the ranks. 
In other cases, parties represent regional interests or ethnic groups.  By contrast, political parties 
in the United States are loosely organized groups reflecting a broad spectrum of interests.  They 
are truly populist parties in the sense that they accommodate diversity and are instruments of party 
activists at the grass roots level.  Political ideology, as stated in a party’s national platform, is for­
mulated first at the local level and then refined through debate and compromise at meetings repre­
senting successively larger geographic areas. 

Depending on the time, place, and circumstances, political party labels in the United States may 
have widely different meanings, and within a single party there may be room for members whose 
ideologies span a wide political spectrum.  Individual Republicans or Democrats, for instance, 
are often further identified as “liberal”, “conservative”, “right-wing”, “left-wing”, or “moderate”. 

Despite the diversity within a party, specific philosophies are generally associated with the vari­
ous political parties. In the public’s perception, the name of a particular party conjures up a sur­
prisingly distinct set of economic, social, and political principles. 

Political Parties in Wisconsin 

Throughout its history, the United States has operated with a two-party political structure, 
rather than the single-party or multiparty systems found elsewhere.  Although minor parties have 
always been a part of American politics, few have gained the support necessary to challenge the 
two dominant parties at the national level.  Those that did lasted only briefly, with the predominant 
exception of the Republican Party, which replaced the Whig Party in the 1850s.  The same cannot 
be said of politics on the state level. In Wisconsin, for example, the Socialist Party regularly sent 
one or more Milwaukee representatives to the legislature between 1911 and 1937, and the Pro­
gressive Party was influential between 1933 and 1947, capturing a plurality of both houses of the 
1937 Legislature.  Third parties were relatively quiet in Wisconsin in the 1950s, but the last 30 
years have seen more activity with more parties officially recognized on the ballot. 

Under Wisconsin law, a “recognized political party” is a political party that qualifies for a sepa­
rate ballot or column on the ballot, based on its receiving a required number of votes at the pre­
vious November election or through acquiring the required number of petition signatures.  At the 
beginning of 2001, Wisconsin had five recognized political parties: Constitution, Democrat, Lib­
ertarian, Republican, and Wisconsin Green. 

The Wisconsin Statutes define a political party in Section 5.02 (13) as a state committee that 
is legally registered with the state Elections Board and “all county, congressional, legislative, 
local and other affiliated committees authorized to operate under the same name”.  It must be a 
body “organized exclusively for political purposes under whose name candidates appear on a bal­
lot at any election”. 
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The delegates from the political party’s local units meet in an annual state convention to draft 
or amend the party’s state platform (a statement of its principles and objectives), select national 
committee members, elect state officers, consider resolutions, and conduct other party business. 
Every four years, party delegates from throughout the United States meet in a national convention 
to nominate their candidates for president and vice president and to adopt a national platform for 
the next four years. In Wisconsin, the slates of national convention delegates are usually based 
on the April presidential preference primary vote. 

Statutory and Voluntary Organizations 

Wisconsin law provides that each major political party must have certain local officers and 
committees, but over the years, these statutory organizations have been merged within the volun­
tary party organizations that are governed by their own constitutions and bylaws.  The actual 
power is found in the voluntary structures. 

In the case of the majority parties, voluntary organizations are composed of dues-paying mem­
bers, who are affiliated with Wisconsin chapters of the national political parties.  Third parties 
vary in the amount of regional autonomy and/or national control allowed.  Given minor organiza­
tional differences, voluntary parties operate to tend their party’s interests, collect money to 
finance campaigns, maintain cooperation between the various county and congressional district 
organizations, and act as liaison with national parties.  (Currently recognized parties and their vol­
untary organizations are discussed in the party descriptions that follow this introduction.) 

The History of Wisconsin’s Political Parties 

In How Wisconsin Voted, Professor James R. Donoghue divided Wisconsin’s political history 
into four eras.  From statehood in 1848 until 1855, the Democratic Party was the dominant politi­
cal party, and the Whig Party provided major opposition.  This was a continuation of the party 
alignment that had prevailed during the state’s territorial period. 

The second era was one of Republican domination from 1856 to 1900.  The birth of the national 
Republican Party is attributed to a meeting in Ripon, Wisconsin, in 1854. Its founding was based 
on the conditions and events that eventually led to the Civil War, and within Wisconsin these same 
circumstances contributed to the rapid growth of the Republican Party and the demise of the 
Whigs. 

The second era ended at the turn of the century with the election of Governor Robert M. 
La Follette.  The third era, from 1900 to 1945, was a time of great stress and change, encompassing 
the Great Depression and World Wars I and II.  Until 1934, the major political battles usually 
occurred not between two parties, but between two factions of the Republican Party – the conser­
vative “stalwart” Republicans and the “progressive” (La Follette) Republicans.  The Democratic 
Party was in eclipse, and election contests tended to be decided in Republican primary elections. 

The progressive faction formally split from the Republicans to form its own party in 1934. The 
new Progressive Party won gubernatorial elections in 1936 and 1942.  Declining popularity, how­
ever, led to its dissolution in 1946, and Progressive Party leadership urged its members and sup­
porting voters to return to the Republican Party.  The third era also saw the high point of third party 
influence in Wisconsin.  For example, the period 1900 to 1945 was the time of greatest strength 
for the Socialists. 

The fourth era, from 1945 to the present, has been marked by a realignment of the major parties. 
A resurgence of the Democratic Party ended the long Republican domination, returning the state 
to a more balanced, two-party, competitive system.  In the late 1940s, some former Progressives, 
Socialists, and others began moving into what has been described as a moribund Democratic 
Party.  This influx both revitalized the party and made it more liberal. In the following decade, 
the Democrats worked at uniting their party and building their strength at the polls.  Meanwhile, 
the conservative faction’s control of the Republican Party was solidified by the departure of the 
more liberal-minded Progressives and the addition of conservative Democrats fleeing their for­
mer party as it became more liberal. 

In the years following World War II, the resurgent Democratic Party began seriously challeng­
ing the majority Republicans.  Steady Democratic growth culminated in the 1957 election of U.S. 
Senator William Proxmire, the first “new” Democrat to win a major statewide election, followed 
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by the election of Gaylord Nelson as governor in 1958.  This turning point marked the emergence 
on Wisconsin’s political scene of a Democratic Party fully capable of competing successfully with 
the long dominant Republicans for public office.  During this period, third party and independent 
candidates usually failed to garner any significant support on a statewide level. 

The hallmark of contemporary Wisconsin politics is a highly competitive, two-party, issue­
oriented system.  Republicans gained a majority in both houses in the 1995 Legislature; they had 
not held joint control of the two houses since 1969. Since 1995, the senate has been closely bal­
anced between Republican and Democratic control, often with changes occurring in the midst of 
legislative sessions. 

Of the state’s major elected partisan offices in January 2001, the Republicans held the positions 
of governor, lieutenant governor, state treasurer, and four of the nine congressional seats.  Demo­
crats filled the positions of secretary of state and attorney general, as well as holding both U.S. 
senate seats and five congressional seats.  The Republicans were a majority in the assembly and 
the Democrats controlled the senate. 
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CONSTITUTION PARTY OF WISCONSIN 
(Formerly U.S. Taxpayers Party of Wisconsin) 

June 26, 2001 
Headquarters 

State Headquarters: P.O. Box 193, Watertown 53094-0193, (262) 965-4055.

State Internet Address: http://www.ustp-wi.org

National Office: 450 Maple Avenue East, Vienna, VA 22180, (800) 2-VETO-IRS.

National Internet Address: http://www.constitutionparty.com


State Committee – Officers 
Chairman: Randy W. Hamby, Appleton. 
1st Vice Chairman: Edward J. Frami, Dousman. 
2nd Vice Chairman: John Clark, Westfield. 
Secretary: S. Kent Steffke, Milwaukee. 
Treasurer: William Hemenway, Pewaukee. 
Parliamentarian:  vacancy. 

National Committee Members 
Edward Frami, Dousman 
Gerard Haas, Racine 
James Hause, Town of Summit 
Robert Raymond, Town of Grafton 

William Hemenway, Pewaukee 
Suzanne Hemenway, Pewaukee 
Robert Bernhoft, Jackson 
John DuPont, Waukesha 

State Committee – Congressional District Representatives 
1st District 6th District 

Gerald Haas, Racine Timothy Farness, Town of Necedah

Robert Bellard, Beloit Mark Gabriel, Appleton


2nd District 7th District 
Michael Ritt, West Baraboo Jose Figueroa, Town of Superior

vacancy Jack Elsinger, Town of Hull


3rd District 8th District 
vacancy George Zacher, Lake Tomahawk

vacancy Patrick Risch, Boulder Junction


4th District 9th District 
Peter Economou, New Berlin Robert Raymond, Town of Grafton

Al Avila, Milwaukee Timothy Kasun, Brookfield


5th District At-Large 
Joan Tatarsky, Milwaukee Daniel Hoyt, Fond du Lac

Mark Zuvich, Milwaukee Robert Bernhoft, Jackson


Source: Constitution Party of Wisconsin. 

Membership. Individual membership in the Constitution Party of Wisconsin is based on state­
wide affiliation.  Anyone who is in good standing with the state party and has paid the annual 
membership fee may attend the state convention and participate in lesser party committees. 
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Lesser Committees. Members in congressional districts, state senate and assembly districts, 
and county and election districts may form party committees affiliated with the state committee. 
The purpose of the lesser committees is to help build the party and aid its candidates seeking elec­
tion. 

State Committee. The Constitution Party of Wisconsin is headed by a state committee com­
posed of 24 members: 6 state officers and 2 representatives elected by the members in each of the 
9 congressional districts. The state officers are the chairman, first vice chairman, second vice 
chairman, secretary, treasurer, and parliamentarian.  The state chairman serves as the party’s 
executive and is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the party. The officers are elected 
in odd-numbered years and serve 2-year terms.  The congressional district representatives are 
elected in caucuses prior to the state convention each year. 

National Committee. The Constitution Party is affiliated with the U.S. Constitution Party, 
with headquarters in Vienna, Virginia. The Wisconsin party currently has 8 representatives to the 
National Committee. 

CONSTITUTION PARTY OF WISCONSIN PLATFORM 
As Adopted at the State Party Convention, Waukesha, March 27, 1993 

and Amended, Baraboo, June 9, 2001 

The Constitution Party National Platform planks shall serve as the foundation of the Constitu­
tion Party of Wisconsin Platform for National Issues. For state and additional perspectives on 
national concerns, the Constitution Party of Wisconsin shall adopt its own superseding state 
planks to complement the National Platform planks.  [LRB Note: The state planks are indicated 
below in italics.  Some portions of the national platform are included but, because of space limita­
tions, it cannot be reprinted in full here.] 
Abortion and Euthanasia 

The Constitution Party of Wisconsin calls upon our state officials to fulfill their obligations as 
lesser magistrates to uphold the U.S. Constitution by taking immediate action to end the practice 
of abortion in Wisconsin. 

We condemn the practice of so-called “assisted suicide” and call upon our state legislators to 
resist any and all attempts to legalize euthanasia. 
Borrowing Money 

The CPoW calls upon Congress to refrain from incurring debt, except upon the formal Declara­
tion of War pursuant to Article I, Section 8, and solely for the purpose of financing such a constitu­
tional war for its duration or to fulfill obligations undertaken during and as part of that war, and 
to refinance the national debt to prevent default. 
Census 

The CPoW believes that the census, as presently administered, is an unconstitutional invasion 
of privacy, and that the census is being misused to provide the government with information to 
support unnecessary spending. We call upon Congress to fund the Census Bureau only to the 
extent necessary to achieve the Bureau’s sole constitutional purpose:  enumeration of the citizenry 
in order to reapportion the legislature. Additionally, the CPoW stands opposed to  “statistical sam­
pling” as a means of enumeration. 
Citizen Initiative Referenda 

Whereas the Wisconsin Constitution guarantees the citizens of Wisconsin a republican form 
of government with democratically elected representation and because Citizen Initiative Refer­
enda is are form of pure democracy, which is akin to “mob rule” and therefore inconsistent with 
the Wisconsin Constitution and inconsistent with the intentions of this nation’s founders, the 
CPoW stands strongly opposed to the adoption of Citizen Initiative Referenda in this state. 
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Crime 
The amount of crime in a society is directly related to the level of moral restraint  of its citizens. 

Government is a reflection of that moral restraint, not its legislator.  Increasing the amount of 
moral restraint in our society is not the responsibility of government, but of those called to that 
mission; namely the family, and the clergy and their congregations.  We call upon these to fulfill 
their mission, renewing the souls of our citizenry, thereby increasing the amount of moral 
restraint, which will result in a reduction of crime. 

We assert that upon completion of his sentence, the person convicted of a crime shall be fully 
restored to society with full exercise of all rights of citizenship. 
Crime 

Crime, in most cases, is to be dealt with by state and local governments.  To the degree that the 
federal government, in its legislation, in its judicial actions, in its regulations, and in its Executive 
Branch activities, interferes with the ability of the people in their communities to apprehend, 
judge, and penalize accused lawbreakers, it bears responsibility for the climate of crime, which 
has grown more destructive with each passing year. 

We favor the right of states and localities to execute criminals convicted of capital crimes and 
to require restitution for the victims of criminals.  Federal involvement in state and local criminal 
justice processes should be limited to that which is Constitutionally required. 

All who are accused of crimes, petty to capital, shall have a trial by jury upon request, and the 
jury shall be fully informed of its right to nullify the law. 
Education 

Education should be free from any State Government subsidy and government interference. 
The State Government has no legitimate role in either subsidizing or regulating education. Under 
no circumstances should the State Government involve itself in matters of education or curricu­
lum or textbooks. To that end, the CPoW supports amending the Wisconsin Constitution to 
remove the State of Wisconsin from any role in education. 

We also encourage the Churches and Synagogues to once again manifest their faith by support­
ing and/or offering effective educational programs to assist those who are in need. 
Education 

All teaching is related to basic assumptions about God and man.  Education as a whole, there­
fore, cannot be separated from religious faith.  The law of our Creator assigns the authority and 
responsibility of educating children to their parents.  Education should be free from all federal 
government subsidies, including vouchers, tax incentives, and loans, except with respect to veter­
ans. 

Because the federal government has absolutely no jurisdiction concerning the education of our 
children, the United States Department of Education should be abolished; all federal legislation 
related to education should be repealed, including but not limited to “Goals 2000,” “Outcomes-
Based Education,” “School-to-Work,” “Success by Six,” and other similar programs.  No federal 
laws subsidizing or regulating the education of children should be enacted.  Under no circum­
stances should the federal government be involved in national teacher certification, educational 
curricula, textbook selection, learning standards, comprehensive sex education, psychological 
and psychiatric research testing programs, and personnel. 

Because control over education is now being relegated to departments other than the Depart­
ment of Education, we clarify that no federal agency, department, board, or other entity may exer­
cise jurisdiction over any aspect of children’s upbringing.  Education, training, and discipline of 
children are properly placed in the domain of their parents. 

We support the unimpeded right of parents to provide for the education of their children in the 
manner they deem best, including home, private or religious. 

So that no parents need defy the law by refusing to send their children to schools of which they 
disapprove, compulsory attendance laws should be repealed. 
Electoral College

 Article II, Section I of the U.S. Constitution states, in part: “Each state shall appoint, in such 
manner as the legislature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole number of 
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senators and representatives to which the state may be entitled in the Congress:  but no senator 
or representative, or person holding an office of trust or profit under the United States, shall be 
appointed an elector.”  This established our Electoral College. 

Although the Constitution does not require the states to adhere to any specific manner in elect­
ing these electors or how they cast their votes, it suggests, by its wording, that prominent individu­
als from each congressional district, and from the state at large, would be elected or appointed as 
electors that represent that district. Under this arrangement, a voter would vote for three individu­
als, one to represent his district and two “at large” representatives to represent his state. These 
electors, in turn, would then carefully and deliberately select the candidate for president.  Under 
this system each congressional district could, in essence, select a different candidate. The candi­
date with the most electors nationwide would become the next president. 

This was the general procedure used until the 1830’s, at which time all the states, except for 
South Carolina, changed to a “general ticket.” 

The “general ticket” system is still in use today. Inherently, it causes corruption by the inequita­
ble transfer of power from congressional districts to the states and large cities at the expense of 
rural communities. Similarly, power can be shifted inequitably to minorities and special interest 
groups. 

The Constitution Party, therefore, proposes legislation to eliminate the “general ticket” system 
and return to the procedure intended by the Framers. 
Elimination of Elective Offices 

The CPoW opposes any proposal to change any state wide (e.g., Secretary of State or State 
Treasurer) or local offices (e.g., County Clerk or Mayor) currently filled through popular election 
to appointed positions. Such changes will reduce that officeholder ’s accountability to the elector­
ate and instead make the office essentially a political patronage position. 
Energy (with CPoW addendum) 

We call attention to the continuing need of the United States for a sufficient supply of energy 
to sustain the nation’s standard of living and its agricultural, business, national security, and indus­
trial activities. 

Private property rights should be respected, and the federal government should not interfere 
with the development of potential energy sources, including natural gas, crude oil, coal, hydro­
electric power, solar energy, wind generators, and nuclear energy. 

We also encourage the use of coal, shale, and oil sands for the production of power, and the con­
version of coal, shale and agricultural products to synthetic fuels. 

We oppose any increase in federal fuel taxes.  Federal fuel tax revenue should be used exclu­
sively for the maintenance of federal highways. 
Family 

The CPoW calls upon our national and state officials to oppose any action by the U.S. Courts 
that would establish any recognition of “same-sex marriage.” We also call upon the Wisconsin 
State Legislature to pass a law defining marriage so no union other than that of one man and one 
woman may be recognized in Wisconsin, despite any action(s) taken by any other state(s). 

We further call upon the Wisconsin State Legislature to repeal the provisions in the Wisconsin 
State Statutes that allow for “no fault divorce”. 

Finally, we call upon all state officials to outlaw all acts of sodomy. 
Family 

The law of our Creator defines marriage as the union between one man and one woman. The 
marriage covenant is the foundation of the family. We affirm, therefore, that no government may 
authorize or define marriage or family relations contrary to what God has instituted. Parents have 
the fundamental right and responsibility to nurture, educate, and discipline their children. 
Assumption of any of these responsibilities by any governmental agency usurps the  role of the 
parents. 
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Federal Government 
Wisconsin is an independent, sovereign republic.  As such, the federal government has no 

authority to trespass on or confiscate property within the state without due process of the law. 
Legal Reform and Individual Rights 

The content of a man or woman’s thoughts is not within the civil magistrate’s jurisdictional pur­
view, and is, therefore, not punishable under civil law. The only permissible inquiry in this area 
is whether or not a defendant intended to commit the crime charged. Attempting to determine 
whether or not a defendant was motivated to commit a crime because the victim was a member 
of a certain class of persons is illegitimate. Therefore, the CPoW advocates abolition of all “hate 
crime” penalty enhancers. 

In 1771, John Adams said of the juror: “It is not only his right, but his duty... to find verdict 
according to his own best understanding, judgement and conscience, though in direct opposition 
to the direction of the court.” We support legal reform measures that will require the courts in all 
jury trials to inform the jurors that in addition to their responsibility to judge the facts of the case, 
they have a prerogative right to judge the law, itself. 

Additionally, the CPoW opposes using state and national executive power to bring civil suits 
against private parties to obtain relief properly sought only through criminal process and proce­
dure. These civil actions are initiated to bypass the higher standards of proof required in criminal 
prosecutions.  Examples of such governmental overreaching are the application of civil forfeiture, 
RICO, and abortion protesting injunction laws. We therefore call for the repeal of all state and 
national statutes which authorize the executive power to initiate such actions. 

Finally, we categorically oppose all efforts to criminalize a person’s lawful challenge to, or dis­
approval or criticism of, any beliefs, speech or conduct. 
Light Rail 

The CPoW opposes the expenditure of Federal, State or Local tax dollars for the purpose of 
building a “‘Light Rail” system in any current state community. If an idea such as this has such 
great merit, the private sector should construct and operate it.  We believe our gas tax dollars are 
better spent improving and expanding existing roadways. 
‘No-Quota’ Constitutional Amendment 

The Constitution Party of Wisconsin, believing that an individual should be allowed to succeed 
or fail based on his own merits and not because he is a member of a particular cultural subgroup, 
wholly supports the following amendment to the Constitution of the State of Wisconsin: 

Neither the state of Wisconsin nor any of its political subdivisions or agents shall use race, sex, 
color, ethnicity or national origin as a criterion for either discriminating  against, or granting pref­
erential treatment to, any individual or group in the operation of the state’s system of public 
employment, public education or public contracting. 
Non-related Legislative Provisions 

It is common practice for provisions and amendments to be attached to bills that have no com­
mon relationship with the purpose of the bill.  This practice results in the passage of laws and 
expenditures that have not been open to congressional and public scrutiny because of their hidden 
nature. It also results in presidential approval of provisions which may have been vetoed if 
allowed to stand on their own merits and not attached to desirable legislation.  In addition, this 
practice aids in the continuance of the loathsome practice of “pork barrel” spending.  For this rea­
son the Constitution Party of Wisconsin calls upon Congress and the State Legislature to adopt 
the following policy: 

Every law, or resolution having the force of law, shall relate to but one subject, and that 
shall be accurately expressed in the title. 

Representation 
We propose to amend the State Constitution to allow the State Senators to be appointed by the 

County Board and paid by the people of each county, so as to assure each county’s interests are 
represented in the State Legislature. 
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State Sovereignty 
We demand that our State Legislature repudiate unconstitutional federal government mandates, 

regulations, programs,  and enticements, and that they assert their authority under the Tenth 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution to defend the sovereignty of the State of Wisconsin. 
State Sovereignty 

Our federal republic was created by joint action of the several states.  It has been gradually per­
verted into a socialist machine for federal control in the domestic affairs of the states. 

The federal government has no authority to mandate policies relating to state education, natural 
resources, transportation, private business, housing, health care, ad infinitum. 

The Constitution Party calls for the federal government to divest itself of operations not autho­
rized by the Constitution. We call upon Congress to get the federal government out of such enter­
prises, which compete with private free enterprise. 
Taxes 

While it is morally correct and necessary that government exists, the CPoW agrees with George 
Washington that “it is the government which governs least which governs best”.  Individual free­
dom is best safeguarded by keeping local government strong and distant government less power­
ful. In order to protect that freedom, county and local governments must have greater power with 
respect to state authority than is presently the case. To reach this end, the system of taxing author­
ity must change. 

We, therefore, oppose all progressive taxes and any form of taxes on property, both real or per­
sonal, or on compensation paid for services rendered.  However, we recognize that provisions 
must be made for support of state, county, and local governments through taxation. 

For the state government, we support user fees and excise taxes.  To the degree that these taxes 
are insufficient to cover the legitimate costs of state government, we will offer a “county-rate tax” 
in which the responsibility for covering the cost of unmet obligations will be divided among the 
seventy-two counties in accordance with their proportion of the total population of the State of 
Wisconsin.  Thus, if a county contains 10% of our state’s population, it will be responsible for 
assuming 10% of the annual deficit.  The effect of this county rate tax will be to encourage politi­
cians to argue for less rather than more state spending. 

For county and local levels, we support the people’s freedom to tax themselves by the following 
means: user fees, excise taxes, flat-rate sales taxes on goods purchased and services rendered, 
and head taxes. 

The Constitution Party of Wisconsin opposes imposing any tax on internet commerce, services 
or the internet as a whole at either the state, national or both levels. 
Taxes 

The Constitution, in Article I, Section 8, gives Congress the power “to lay and collect Taxes, 
Duties, Imposts, and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defense and general 
Welfare of the United States.” 

In Article I, Section 9, the original document made clear that “no Capitation, or other direct Tax 
shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census of Enumeration herein before directed to be 
taken.”  It is moreover established that “No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from 
any State.” 

Since 1913, our constitutional rights to life, liberty, and property have been abridged and dimin­
ished by the assumption of direct taxing authority on each of us by the federal government. 

We will propose legislation to abolish the Internal Revenue Service, and will veto any authori­
zation, appropriation, or continuing resolution which contains any funding whatsoever for that 
illicit and unconstitutional agency. We are opposed to the flat-rate tax proposals that are being 
promoted as an improvement to the current tax system.  The Sixteenth Amendment does not pro­
vide authority for an unapportioned direct tax. 

Moreover, it is our intention to replace entirely the current tax system of the U.S. government 
(including income taxes, Social Security taxes, estate taxes, inheritance taxes). 
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To the degree that tariffs on foreign products are insufficient to cover the legitimate constitu­
tional costs of the federal government, we will offer an apportioned “state-rate tax” in which the 
responsibility for covering the cost of unmet obligations will be divided among the several states 
in accordance with their proportion of the total population of the United States, excluding the Dis­
trict of Columbia. Thus, if a state contains 10 percent of the nation’s citizens, it will be responsible 
for assuming payment of 10 percent of the annual deficit. 

The effect of this “state-rate tax” will be to encourage politicians to argue for less, rather than 
more, federal spending, and less state spending as well. 

We endorse ratification of the Liberty Amendment which would repeal the Sixteenth Amend­
ment. 
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF WISCONSIN 
June 2001 

Headquarters 

State Headquarters: 222 State Street, Suite 400, Madison 53703-2273.

Telephone: (608) 255-5172; Fax: (608) 255-8919.

Executive Director: STEVE KEAN.


Membership Director: RUTHIE POSEKANY.


Finance Director: TOM KLEMENT.


Milwaukee County Headquarters: 6525 West Bluemound Road, Milwaukee 53213.

Telephone: (414) 257-4085.

Administrative Secretary: DAWN MARTIN.


State Administrative Committee 

Chair: LINDA HONOLD, Milwaukee.

First Vice Chair: TIM SULLIVAN, Verona.

Second Vice Chair: JEFF RAMMELT, Watertown.

Secretary: MELISSA SCHROEDER, Merrill.

Treasurer: COLLEEN MCGUIGAN, Milwaukee.

National Committee Members:  STAN  GRUSZYNSKI, Green Bay; KEN  OPIN, Madison; MARY


RASMUSSEN, Boyceville; MIKE TATE, Milwaukee; PAULA ZELLNER, Shawano. 
Legislative Representatives:  SENATOR JON ERPENBACH, Middleton; REPRESENTATIVE CHRISTINE 

SINICKI, Milwaukee. 
College Democrats Chair: DAVID MANSUR, Milwaukee. 
County Chairs Association Chair: BOYD FREDERICK, Kenosha. 
Milwaukee County Chair: DAVID MATHEUS, Milwaukee. 
Congressional District Representatives: 
1st District 6th District 

Lydia Spottswood, chair, Kenosha Polly Briley, chair, Oshkosh

Boyd Frederick, Kenosha Lewis Rosser, Fond du Lac


2nd District 7th District 
Thomas Peralta, Richland Center, chair Marlys Matuszak, chair, Wausau

Rose White, Sauk City Charles Wolden, Frederic


3rd District 8th District 
Mark Weinhold, chair, Colfax Jack Krueger, chair, Green Bay

Jessica Nelson, La Crosse Lori Reich, Green Bay


4th District 9th District 
Bryan Burton, chair, Hales Corners Tim Griep, chair, Fort Atkinson

Barbara Hintz, South Milwaukee Sara Filemyr, Adell


5th District 
Robert Bauman, chair, Milwaukee

Theresa Gabriel, Milwaukee


Source: Democratic Party of Wisconsin. 

County Organization. The county organization is the basic unit of the Democratic Party of 
Wisconsin. In each county, the membership elects the county officers.  They include a chairper­
son, vice chairperson, secretary, and treasurer (or secretary/treasurer).  Their terms of office are 
usually one year, but some county organizations may provide for 2-year terms. 

Congressional District Organization.  Congressional district organizations function mainly 
as a base of support for Democratic congressional candidates.  They also select representatives 
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to the state administrative committee.  An executive committee directs each congressional district 
organization. 

State Convention.  The party holds its annual state convention in June.  Each year, the conven­
tion considers amendments to the state party constitution and other resolutions and party business. 
State party officers are elected in odd-numbered years, and state party platforms are adopted in 
even-numbered years. State convention delegates elect Democratic National Committee mem­
bers every four years. 

Each county unit elects delegates to the state convention, and all party members are eligible. 
The state administrative committee determines the number of delegates that represent each 
county by using a formula based on the number of party members and the percentage of the vote 
cast for the Democratic candidate in the most recent U.S. Senate election.  In addition to the regu­
lar quota, certain Democratic officeholders are automatically delegates to the state convention. 

State Officers and Administrative Committee.  The Democratic Party of Wisconsin is 
headed by a state administrative committee, composed of 34 party officials chosen in a variety 
of ways.  Delegates to the state convention elect the 5 party officers and the 4 Democratic National 
Committee members.  The 9 congressional district conventions each select 2 representatives to 
serve on the state administrative committee in the spring of each odd-numbered year: the district 
chairperson and an additional representative of the opposite sex.  The remaining voting committee 
members include the County Chairs Association chairperson; the Milwaukee County chairper­
son; a representative of the College Democrats; 2 state legislative representatives, elected by their 
house caucuses prior to the beginning of the new legislative term; the immediate past state chair­
person and an at-large administrative committee member. 

The party officers are the state chairperson, first vice chairperson, second vice chairperson, 
treasurer, and secretary.  The chairperson and first vice chairperson must be of the opposite sex. 
Party officers are elected in the odd-numbered year for 2-year terms.  Democratic National Com­
mittee members are elected each presidential election year and serve 4-year terms.  The state 
chairperson and the first vice chairperson are also ex officio members of the Democratic National 
Committee. 

Whenever a vacancy occurs, the chairperson, with the concurrence of the entire state adminis­
trative committee, appoints a successor to serve until the next annual convention, where the dele­
gates elect an individual to fill the position for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

National Committee.  The Democratic National Committee is composed of the chairperson 
and the highest ranking officer of the opposite sex in each recognized state Democratic Party. In 
Wisconsin these are the chairperson and the first vice chairperson of the state administrative com­
mittee. An additional 200 committee memberships are apportioned to the states on the same basis 
as delegates to the national convention, and other specified members are appointed.  Wisconsin’s 
Democratic National Committee members are selected every 4 years at the annual state conven­
tions held in presidential election years. 

2000 WISCONSIN DEMOCRATIC PARTY PLATFORM 

Adopted June 10, 2000 

The Democratic Party of Wisconsin stands open to all citizens, responds sensitively, promotes 
outreach and inclusion of all segments of our society, and works actively for open and honest gov­
ernment responsive to the will of the people. 

We expect Democratic candidates and officials to support and work to implement our platform 
so it may become the law of the land. 

HUMAN CONCERNS 
We reaffirm the Democratic Party’s commitment to the equality of rights, privileges, and oppor­

tunities for all individuals, without regard to race, color, sex, marital status, age, occupation, 
national origin, disability, physical appearance, living arrangements, sexual orientation, and 
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political or religious preference.  We support expansion and enforcement of civil rights and anti­
discrimination legislation. 

We oppose any stereotyping, particularly in education, jobs, wages, and the written and spoken 
word. We support equity in pay and benefits. 

We support strict enforcement of the Constitutional principles of separation of church and state. 
We assert that everyone should have the opportunity to lead a dignified, healthy, useful, and 

secure life, free of abuse, with the assurance of adequate health care, safe, accessible, affordable 
and sanitary housing, equal access to public education, and an acceptable standard of living. We 
support the right of individuals to make their own independent moral, religious, philosophical and 
medical decisions. We support death with dignity. 

Family planning services should be readily accessible, and rendered confidentially without 
government interference.  We support the 1973 Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision and freedom 
of choice.  We demand abortion be kept safe, accessible and legal and demand repeal of Wiscon-
sin’s criminal abortion statute 940.04. We oppose mandatory parental and spousal consent and 
notification laws, and any restrictions violating the spirit and intent of Roe v. Wade. 

We support a sound and adequate system of human services, including an all inclusive health 
care system, Universal Health Care access, Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, reimbursement 
for prescription drugs and unemployment compensation. We favor establishment and support of 
programs for the aging and the developmentally, mentally or physically disabled, including subsi­
dized in-home care and long-term nursing home care. 

We advocate a welfare system so that whenever possible persons on welfare be gainfully 
employed in the private or public sector or be supported in receiving education which will lead 
toward such employment.  There must be “safety net” provisions to ensure humane treatment of 
adults and children who are victims of circumstances beyond their control.  We oppose policies 
that are destructive to parent-child relationships.  We oppose the use of federal block grants for 
welfare reform. 

We demand available and affordable quality licensed daycare centers, supported by state and 
federal governments and private industry. 

We demand adequate funding for medical treatment, rehabilitation, housing, education, and 
employment opportunities for all veterans needing assistance. 

We call upon the federal, state and local governments to abide by treaties with Native American 
Nations. 

We support addressing drug issues as primarily a social problem.  Full employment with ade­
quate pay, government funded education, treatment, and rehabilitation programs ultimately will 
produce better results than imprisonment. 

We demand adequate funding for research, treatment, humane care and programs for halting 
the AIDS epidemic. We support legislation preventing discrimination against persons with AIDS 
or with positive Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and their families. 

Quality, equitable public education is critical to democracy; quality education underlies a 
healthy economy, a secure country, a strong justice system, and freedom from poverty. Federal 
government should assume greater responsibility for improving funding of public education, both 
directly and through student financial aid. We oppose the privatization of any educational institu­
tion or function, including vouchers, charter schools, and block grants, which are currently pub­
licly funded. 

State public education policy should promote increased cooperation among local school 
boards, teachers, parents, students and state government in educating children to develop their full 
intellectual, emotional, physical and social potential.  State government should provide more 
funding for the UW system; the vocational, technical and adult education system; and other public 
state colleges. 

Children have the right to educational opportunities in public schools and in self-supporting 
certified private schools. We encourage students’ rights in the governance of post-secondary 
institutions. 



863 POLITICAL PARTIES 

People must be guaranteed access to uncensored information including electronic data, avail­
able in publicly supported libraries. 

THE ENVIRONMENT 
The health of our earth depends upon an ecological conscience that emphasizes preservation 

of land, water, air, wildlife and wilderness resources, and fosters the development and use of safe, 
renewable and decentralized energy resources.  We must lead in energy conservation, sustainable 
food systems, and biodiversity protection. 

Wisconsin is recognized globally as an environmental protection role model.  We pledge to pro­
tect our land, air and water, and our human and animal populations from the effects of pollution, 
nuclear testing, resource mismanagement and exposure to radiation or chemical agents.  We 
encourage the development of alternative and newly discovered energy sources. 

To protect Wisconsin’s quality of environment, the strictest standards for mining must be main­
tained and uniformly enforced.  Mining should be prohibited on public land. 

Radioactive fuel production for nuclear weapons, which leads to nuclear testing and global con­
tamination, must be stopped. Communities and workers are entitled to know about and have some 
control over what hazardous substances are manufactured, stored, used at local facilities, put in 
landfills or transported through their communities. We support expanding research and public 
education on toxic wastes and enforcing safe disposal of hazardous materials, including medical 
waste. We support prompt clean-up of toxic waste sites and a ban on residential development on 
these sites. We oppose the location of a national high-level radioactive waste repository in Wis­
consin.  In the presence of suspected health hazards, an independent study of state and federal 
agencies and involved industries should be conducted by credible researchers. 

The agricultural, recreational and industrial economy depends upon better soil and water con­
servation programs.  Reducing waste, recycling and composting must be priorities to preserve 
limited landfill space and raw materials.  Non-polluting “total burn” energy producing incinera­
tion should be researched for solid waste disposal.  We support accelerated research and develop­
ment of recycling facilities and markets for recycled materials, including plastics. We discourage 
the use of non-biodegradable packaging materials. 

National legislation must be enacted and enforced to control acid rain.  The production and use 
of ozone-depleting refrigerants and spray propellants must be curtailed by state and federal 
regulations. We encourage research into the methods of farming which would reduce environ­
mental damage. 

RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT, CITIZEN AND CONSUMER 
PROTECTION 

We support the reinvention of governments to become more efficient and encourage inititives 
and empowerment. 

Government must be responsive to the needs and will of the people while at all times protecting 
individual rights. Consumer and worker protection laws and their enforcement agencies must be 
strengthened. We must ensure freedom of information, including scrutiny of public agencies and 
their budgets.  Governments must conform to and abide by all laws. 

We demand public financing of campaigns, reforming political action committees and encour­
aging programs enhancing election participation by all citizens.  Elections should include open, 
full, and fair debate of issues in the public forum. 

Government must deal effectively with crime and the conditions that give rise to it.  Govern­
ment must protect law-abiding people by providing adequate funding for law enforcement.  We 
must address the violence in our society.  Prevention and early intervention measures should be 
instituted for juveniles at risk of committing crimes. Court-ordered restitution for victims must 
be vigorously enforced, and witness protection programs expanded. 

We demand state and federal legislation banning all rapid-fire and assault weapons and requir­
ing trigger locks, and background checks for all gun purchasers.  We support equitable sentencing 
standards commensurate with the crime, updating the criminal code and providing judges with 
sentence modification authority. We oppose the death penalty. 
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We support an individual’s right to privacy, and oppose judicial narrowing of this right. 
We oppose taxes or legislation imposed under the guise of gubernatorial partial veto, and sup­

port a Constitutional amendment to assure that all laws and taxes are actually approved by the 
legislature. 

Our national wealth should not be measured by the GNP but by such models as the Index of 
Human Development. 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Working people are the backbone of our economy.  Full employment is our top priority. All 

workers have the right to organize, bargain collectively, and strike in order to achieve and main­
tain fair wages, benefits and safe working conditions.  Public employees must have the right to 
speedy mediation and binding arbitration of labor disputes.  The salary caps and Qualified Eco­
nomic Offers on public school teachers and administrators should be repealed.  We favor OSHA 
and other safety agencies for enforcing workers’ rights to a safe and healthy workplace.  We 
oppose Right-to-Work legislation and hiring strikebreakers.  We believe in a livable minimum 
wage with benefits. 

National industrial policies must ensure the survival of our basic industries.  Management and 
labor should work together to compete successfully in domestic and foreign markets. We should 
institute disincentives for American industries to set up plants in foreign countries, and not guar­
antee foreign risk capital. 

We must regain American jobs lost, and remedy the unfavorable balance of trade. We recom­
mend placing a selective tariff on imports from nations which have unfair conditions making it 
difficult for American exporters to develop foreign markets. 

No employer should be permitted access to any assets in a pension fund. 
The public pays higher taxes for costs resulting when a business closes or reduces jobs.  Busi­

nesses must give sufficient notification of cutbacks and closings to help affected communities and 
workers adjust. 

We favor tax incentives for investment in research, technology, and worker retraining that pro­
duce nonmilitary domestic jobs. 

THE ECONOMY AND TAXES 
We favor policies fostering environmentally sound economic growth and property develop­

ment. We support a tax system which treats investment income and wages equally and is based 
on ability to pay with a progressive income tax as its core. 

The property tax is a regressive tax.  State and federal governments must fund mandated pro­
grams.  The state must grant municipalities and school districts equitable funding sources and 
remove all revenue caps from municipalities, counties and school districts. 

Exemptions to the property and sales taxes should be reviewed.  We encourage taxation of land 
according to use.  Outdated and flawed shared revenue programs that adversely affect the property 
tax must be reformed.  Property taxes should not be the primary source of public school funding. 

We must discourage corporate activities which result in unemployment, unfair competition, 
and corporate welfare. 

We support budget, tax and tariff policies and elimination of wasteful spending that will reduce 
the federal deficit, rectify our trade imbalance, and maintain our infrastructure and support 
socially responsible projects. 

We are proud of our state’s tradition of cooperatives. We support these community-owned and 
controlled businesses. 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL AFFAIRS 
We are committed to preserving family farm agriculture.  Democrats pledge to develop an inno­

vative long-term agricultural policy that preserves existing family farms and creates economic 
systems that allow people to succeed with their farms and farm-related enterprises.  We support 
supply management programs that enhance the income of family farmers. 
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We support fair wages, decent living conditions and health care for seasonal workers and their 
families. We seek agricultural practices that promote a safe and wholesome food supply, and that 
ensure the health of the land. We support careful and accurate labeling of all food products, 
including the right to label dairy products “rBGH free” and “organic”. 

We seek the development of international markets for our agricultural products.  We call for 
fair distribution of all farm subsidies.  We demand equitable government support of rural health 
care, public education, and other rural social service needs. 

We discourage non-farmer ownership and operation of farms.  We oppose farmland ownership 
by foreign interests. 

URBAN AFFAIRS 
Development patterns must maintain strong, well defined urban areas to which basic municipal 

services can be efficiently provided and preserve Wisconsin’s rural and agricultural flavor. Land 
use plans must encourage compact development in urban areas, prevent sprawl, preserve valuable 
top soil and greenspace, and allow expansion of municipal boundaries to accommodate growth 
consistent with long range planning. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WAR AND PEACE 
We believe in peaceful resolution of national and international conflicts.  For a warless world, 

we must strengthen, fund, use and cooperate with international institutions such as the United 
Nations and the World Court. We must pay our dues to the United Nations and fund our share 
of the forces. We support permanent multinational peace-keeping forces and an International 
Criminal Court. We should ratify treaties creating fair treatment of all people, such as the Conven­
tions on Human Rights, including women and the girl child, the Rights of the Child, the Law of 
the Sea and Antarctica, and Convention on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against 
Women. 

We recognize citizenship responsibilities to our planet, nation and state.  We seek peaceful rela­
tions with all countries, and recognize that all people should have the right to choose freely their 
own governments and economic systems without outside interference. 

We seek international cooperation for global solutions to such world problems as hunger, home­
lessness, disease, pollution, resource depletion, overpopulation, global warming, rain forest 
destruction and international whaling, as suggested by the UN World Commission on Environ­
ment and Development. 

Nuclear weapons being eliminated by treaties should be disposed of with appropriate concern 
for the environment, and should be stored so that they cannot be reused, modernized or sold.  The 
United States must lead the world in halting the arms race, which impoverishes the world’s people 
and threatens their survival. 

The United States must support the elimination of anti-personnel land mines, and sign the treaty 
banning them. 

The US Defense and Treasury Departments should not guarantee bonds issued by foreign gov­
ernments to purchase arms.  We urge as a high national priority negotiation toward the eventual 
total nuclear disarmament of all nations. We support stopping the production of plutonium and 
other weapons-grade radioactive materials.  We reject the costly, destabilizing and impractical 
SDI program. We must support the International Disarmament Agency in the United Nations. 

Our strength as a nation should be measured not by the size of our arsenal but rather by the 
health, welfare, education, productivity and character of our citizens.  We should curb excessive 
and wasteful military spending and develop plans for conversion of war industries to civilian pro­
duction. 

We should foster peace by seeking abolition of the international arms’ trade, including the illicit 
trafficking of small arms, reducing our troop strength abroad, and implementing a genuine 
national academy of peace. We support vigorous enforcement of the War Powers Act and an end 
to military adventurism. 

Our foreign policy should promote fair, multilateral trade, mutual arms reduction, a good neigh­
bor policy of non-intervention in Latin America, peace in the Balkans and Africa, and a just Mid­
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east settlement.  Our economic aid should be allocated on the basis of meeting human needs. It 
should not go to nations that sanction racism, mass rape or genocide. 

Our government should work through the United Nations and other international organizations 
to guarantee equal rights for all women of all nations. 

We should offer refuge to victims of oppressive regimes regardless of political persuasion.  We 
must promote fair immigration policies, and encourage citizenship programs. 

We support the growth of democracy throughout the world, recognizing this is in everyone’s 
best interest.  We must protect both domestic and foreign workers’ rights in our treaties.  We 
should provide maximum safeguards for balanced trade and free trade unionism. 

CONCLUSION 
The Democratic Party of Wisconsin will provide the leadership on both state and federal levels 

to better the lives of all individuals and to defend and protect the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitutions of the United States, and the State of Wisconsin. 
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WISCONSIN GREEN PARTY 
May 2001 

Headquarters 

State Headquarters: P.O. Box 1701, Madison 53701-1701. 
Telephone: (608) 204-7336 or (608) 20-GREEN. 
Internet Address: www.excel.net/~pdrewry/wigreen.htm 

Coordinating Council 

Co-spokespersons:  AMY MONDLOCH, Freemont; JOHN PECK, Madison.

Corresponding Secretary: MAGGIE SCHNEIDER, Madison.

Recording Secretary: JEFF PETERSON, Luck.

Treasurer: JAKE SCHNEIDER, Menasha.

Council Members: GREG BANKS, Milwaukee.


JOHN BROWN, Stevens Point.

PAUL DREWRY, Plymouth.

JOHN HARDIN, Chetek.

DONNA KRAUSE, Wausau.

JIM OLMSTED, Green Bay.

EDMUND SUCHOMSKI,  Hatley.

MIKE WYATT, Madison.

JIM YOUNG, Sun Prairie.

SUSAN YOUNG, Sun Prairie.


Source: Wisconsin Green Party. 

Officers. The officers of the Wisconsin Greens are two spokespersons, a recording secretary, 
a corresponding secretary, and a treasurer.  The spokespersons serve staggered 2-year terms and 
may not be reelected for successive terms. The other officers serve one-year terms and may be 
reelected. Elections are held at the fall meeting. 

Coordinating Council. The Wisconsin Greens are headed by a coordinating council consist­
ing of at least 10 members confirmed at the fall membership meeting. The officers are members 
of the coordinating council. 

State Convention. The Wisconsin Greens hold state conventions in the spring and fall of each 
year. Officers are elected at the spring convention. 

2001 WISCONSIN GREEN PLATFORM 
Adopted at the Spring Gathering in Sun Prairie, March 18, 2001 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that we must treat each other with love, respect and 
fairness, and that we must protect the earth for future generations.” 

PREAMBLE 
The crises of our times demand a fundamental shift in human values and culture, and in our 

social, economic and political institutions.  The way we live today is based on using things up: 
our air, our water, our natural resources, our people.  We need a new way of doing things that is 
sustainable, that will allow our people and our environment to flourish now and in the future. 
We can’t keep spending today what we – and our children and their children – will need tomor­
row. 

The Wisconsin Greens offer a new vision for change, for a sustainable future.  We recognize 
that one of [the] great obstacles to that change is the fact that government no longer responds to 
the needs of citizens. Only by building grassroots democracy can we be sure that changes will 
be real, not just appearances or promises.  Since neither the Democratic Party nor the Republican 
Party has shown a real commitment to running government in the public interest, The Wisconsin 
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Greens believe another political party is needed: one that people can believe in; one that they can 
trust. 

Our vision is of a sustainable society in harmony with the environment, one that meets all 
people’s needs for security, self-respect, freedom, creativity, and community. We recognize that 
personal, cultural, social, economic, political, and ecological problems are inter-connected. We 
reject the current simplistic solutions to these problems.  New, creative solutions are needed 
which allow us to live well and happily without destroying our environment or our society. We 
are confronted with the challenge of letting go of old ways and creating a new vision and a new 
way of life. 

1. ECOLOGY 
Wisconsin is primarily an agricultural and forest products state.  Sustainable yields of agricul­

tural and forest products must be enhanced without reliance on practices which destroy these re­
sources for future generations.  Stewardship and ecological responsibility are integral parts of 
land ownership, whether held by individuals, corporations, land trusts, or as a public heritage. 
The “public trust doctrine,” which holds that public land, water, minerals, forests, and other natu­
ral resources are held in trust for the public and used for the common good, must be enforced. 
A. 	Agriculture 

Sustainable Agriculture: Wisconsin’s modern agricultural economy relies heavily on inten­
sive, high-tech systems that depend on expensive, petrochemically based fertilizers, herbicides, 
and pesticides and phosphates to maintain yields.  This dependence has diminished the vitality 
of Wisconsin’s agricultural lands through loss of top soil, decreased fertility, poisoning of ground 
and surface waters, and increased indebtedness and fiscal insecurity of farm operators. 

A sustainable system of agriculture should be based upon the use of crop rotation, unprocessed 
natural fertilizers, disease resistant indigenous plants, integrated pest management, and crop cul­
tivation instead of petrochemical based farming practices. 

Subsidies for a change to organic farming methods are mandatory. New and ecologically 
sound agricultural products, including nonfood uses of plant fiber, hemp and agricultural waste 
should be encouraged to help local farm producers and distributors retain a larger share of value 
added products in the local community. Community and family organic gardens must be sup­
ported. Organic Certification Standards must be established for products sold to others.  Other 
potentially sustainable methods of food production such as hydroponics and greenhouses should 
be supported as well.  Regionalization of the food production system should be encouraged. 

The state must provide more support to universities and technical schools to teach sustainable 
farming practices.  The University Extension must expand its ability to teach these techniques. 

Family Farms:  Current farm programs, taxes and fiscal policies favor corporate agribusiness 
over the family farm.  This must shift to reestablish the family farm as an indispensable part of 
a diverse and healthy agricultural economy. 

Farmers must receive a reasonable price for their products. The Wisconsin Greens call for an 
immediate end to the current dairy price support formula that discriminates against Wisconsin. 

Farmland Preservation: To insure the continuity of farmland in farm use, a state funded 
farmer retirement system, funded by real estate transfer taxes, subdivision fees and other meth­
ods, should be created.  This should be combined with state land banking of prime farmland to 
prevent diversion to nonfarm use through first-option state acquisition of the land, annuities to 
retiring farmers, subsidies to beginning farmers and farm land trusts, and restricted farm resale 
agreements.  Farmland preservation must be strengthened by statutory adoption as a comprehen­
sive state land use planning goal, including a mechanism of enforcement within state and local 
land use regulatory arenas. 

Biotechnology:  Hybridization and genetic engineering must be reexamined to protect from 
dangers to agricultural species diversity.  Growth producing hormones and the preventative use 
of antibiotics in the production of livestock must be eliminated. Genetically engineered organ­
isms must be subjected to much more comprehensive testing on their impacts on human health 
and the environment.  BGH products must be labeled and products made with genetically engine­
ered organisms boycotted. 
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B.	  Forestry 
Sustainable Forestry Practices:  Sustainable forestry practices must be applied throughout 

the state of Wisconsin.  This means that some forests should be managed for human economic, 
social, ecological, cultural and aesthetic benefits and other forests must be left to their own devel­
opment without human intervention. The primary tenet of forestry should be that of sustainabil­
ity – that of considering the seventh generation.  The forest and all other ecological communities 
must be maintained by the present generation in a manner which allows future generations to 
benefit from the full range of opportunities offered by the forest – environmental, aesthetic, spiri­
tual, recreational, social and economic – and which also respects the needs of other beings. 

Public Forests: Forestry practices on public lands must be truly multipurpose.  We advocate 
the maintenance of all native components of the forest ecosystem, especially old-growth pre­
serves.  The primary goal of forestry on public lands must be ecological sustainability, mainte­
nance of biodiversity and prevision of recreational benefits to the public; timber harvesting must 
be secondary and complimentary to these goals. 

Private Forest: As most of Wisconsin’s forests are owned by private individuals, and many 
of the benefits of these forests serve a much larger population, we believe that private forest own­
ers must be supported in maintaining their land in a forested state. To ensure this, we support the 
use of government incentives to promote sustainable forestry on private lands. We also support 
tax and other incentives to maintain private land in forests. 

Forest Economy: We advocate for sustainable rural communities.  Rural communities in for­
ested regions should include ecosystem-based industries which locally process and add value to 
those components that are harvested from the local ecosystem.  Our rural communities are sub­
ject to colonization by natural resource extraction and financial corporations. We demand true 
accounting and full disclosure of the costs of forestry practices and an elimination of government 
subsidies for the timber industry. 

Forest Fragmentation:  Fragmentation is one of the biggest threats to our state’s forests.  We 
support city, county and state zoning which would protect forest land from development and pro­
tect forest owners from excessive taxes that often make selling land to developers their only 
option.  Roads are a primary culprit in fragmenting the forest. We support a general moratorium 
on road building in public forests within Wisconsin and limiting construction of new roads in 
privately owned forests. 
C. Energy 

The current ecological crisis is partially the result of an energy use lifestyle based upon the 
consumption of nonrenewable fossil fuels and nuclear power. A full cost pricing policy should 
reflect the environmental and social costs of various energy production and use technologies. 

Conservation and Renewables:  Major government investments and incentives should be 
used to encourage renewable energy technology and conservation at every level of energy use. 
Wind, solar and biomass (plant matter) all need to be included in Wisconsin’s energy future.  In 
particular, Wisconsin should develop at least one major commercial wind farm before the year 
2000. 

High energy efficiency standards should be required in new construction and encouraged for 
the retrofitting of existing structures. 

Fossil fuels should be phased out.  Nonrenewable energy production and consumption should 
be taxed, and the revenue used to cover the hidden costs of fossil fuels and the development of 
alternatives.  The state should support the development of biomass (plant matter) for generating 
fuels, as a renewable alternative to oil. 

Nuclear Power:  Nuclear power as a way of generating electricity must be phased out. It is 
far to expensive and far too dangerous, especially to future generations who will suffer from leak­
ing wastes.  New plants should not be built or licensed, and existing ones should not have their 
licenses extended.  The power generated by nuclear plants in Wisconsin should be replaced with 
reduced demand (conservation) and renewable energy. Workers at closing nuclear plants should 
be re-trained and given top priority for jobs at Wisconsin’s new wind farms. 
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Nuclear waste must be kept out of the waste stream and regional high level nuclear waste 
dumps must not be located in Wisconsin. 

Transportation:  New vehicles must have higher average miles per gallon requirements and 
stricter emission control requirements. Wisconsin should impose “gas guzzler” taxes and renew­
able fuel and “gas sipper” rebates.  Fuel needs should be met with renewables least damaging 
to the environment. 

Further major new highway construction should be delayed until adequate need has been dem­
onstrated and full consideration given to alternatives such as mass transit, light rail, high speed 
rail, commuter rail, bicycling and walking.  Cost benefit analyses must account for the full social 
and environmental costs of all transportation alternatives and should encourage compact urban 
and suburban land use patterns to facilitate public transportation. 

An elected, citizen oversight board should set highway policy, in place of the current Gover-
nor-appointed Transportation Projects Commission.  Financial interest in projects should dis­
qualify people from serving on the board. 

Utilities:  State laws and regulations should support local ownership of utilities. This will in­
crease public accountability in energy decisions, reduce costs, and give citizens a personal stake 
in conservation. Electric power should be decentralized as much as possible, and an emphasis 
placed on meeting future demand through conservation and local renewable power generation. 
D. 	Mining 

Moratorium:  There must be moratorium on metallic mining in Wisconsin until the full im­
pacts are more fully documented.  Mining in wetlands and on all state lands must be banned. 
Sulfide ore mining should be prohibited until technologies are developed for effectively dealing 
with acid mine drainage. 

Mining Law Reform:  Current mining laws must be strengthened by preventing DNR rules 
from granting variances to many important environmental criteria. Mining of ore deposits must 
be carried out with complete protection of the air, surface and ground waters and wildlife, and 
with respect for sacred sites and medicines of Native Americans. 

Mining companies must have no violations of federal, state or local environmental and work­
place safety laws in this or other jurisdictions before being granted permits to mine in Wisconsin. 

All future mining projects must be preceded by local and regional impact statements.  Mining 
companies must prove that their activities will have no adverse impacts on the environment or 
a local economy before being granted a permit.  Local units of government may ban mining acti­
vities within their jurisdictions by local ordinance, notwithstanding state laws permitting mining 
activities.  Mining companies should be taxed on the net value of their holdings, not on net profits 
from extracted ore. 

Mineral Recycling: To the greatest extent possible, Wisconsin’s needs for minerals should 
be met through recycling. 
E. The Natural Environment 

Although we forget it sometimes, our natural environment is where we live.  We have no other 
choice, so we’d better take care of it. No one has a right to hurt all of us by destroying our home 
for their profit. 

Water and Air: Commercial practices which pollute or degrade air and water resources must 
be ended through substitution of nonpolluting alternatives.  The use of pollution credits to curb 
industrial air and water pollution is inadequate, since it implies that industry has an inherent right 
to degrade the environment. 

State initiatives to accelerate conservation and reduce the release of hydrocarbons and other 
gases that contribute to global warming; to completely eliminate industrial gases that deplete the 
ozone layer; and to control industrial emissions that contribute to acid rain must be instituted im­
mediately. 

The current DNR water quality rules must be amended to require absolute nondegradation of 
existing water bodies, rather than allowing for zones of dilution, mixing zones, and for increasing 
pollution of water bodies up to maximum contaminant levels (MCL’s).  DNR rule 182.075, which 
allows pollution of groundwater to MCL levels by mining projects must be repealed. 
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Further restriction by DNR for designation of  Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW) must be 
reversed.  State agencies must inventory the water quality in Wisconsin lakes and rivers and take 
all measures needed to reduce nonpoint and point sources of pollution. 

More stringent enforcement and monitoring of surface water pollution by the DNR, and chang­
ing surface water pollution levels to conform to those for groundwater, must be required. 

Mandatory rather than voluntary controls over nonpoint pollution sources such as construc­
tion sites, street runoff,  agricultural soil erosion and fertilizer, and pesticides must be implement­
ed.  There must be state wide standards for landfill siting and construction. The state must pro­
vide educational and material assistance to those who will have difficulty meeting new standards. 

Conservation and Restoration: We must learn to appreciate and respect native prairies, for­
est and wetland flora and fauna, and support the reintroduction of indigenous plant and animal 
life where it has dwindled or been lost. We support the preservation and restoration of remnant 
native plant communities to maximize ecological diversity, and to foster an understanding and 
appreciation of our state’s unique ecosystems. 

State and federal wildlife agencies must preserve and reestablish habitat for native Wisconsin 
wildlife and plants.  Drainage of wetlands and development of lake and river shorelines should 
be severely restricted. 

Wild areas must be established and maintained, where native plants and animals (including 
large predators) can live in their natural relationships.  The state must give this land use a priority 
just like other land uses. 

2. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
A. Pollution Prevention 

The best (and only really effective) solution to pollution is prevention.  The Greens believe 
that this idea should be the basis for all government policies related to pollution. 

Elimination of Toxics:  The Greens call for the eventual elimination of discharges of toxic 
substances, particularly those that persist in the environment and accumulate in plants, animals 
and people.  This process should start with a freeze on new discharges. Policy priority should 
be:  (1) new technologies for eliminating the toxic chemicals, (2) recycling of toxics in industrial 
processes, (3) mitigating or controlling discharges (as a last resort). 

In particular, the Wisconsin Greens support the goal of zero discharge for the Great Lakes, in 
keeping with the current U.S. – Canadian agreements. 

An acid rain and heavy metal atmospheric deposition tax on cars, and on all industrial and com­
mercial applications that generate pollutants affecting Wisconsin lakes and forests should be im­
plemented.  Use of ozone depleting substances must be banned. Source reduction of waste, as 
an alternative under NR207, the water anti-degradation rule, should be required. 

Support for Technological Change: To make pollution prevention possible, the state must 
support industries which are converting to clean technologies.  This should be done through tax 
incentives, loans, grants, and assistance with research and development. 
B. 	Waste 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Waste reduction should be maximized and disposal minimized.  The 
focus of waste handling needs to be changed from waste handling to resource management, with 
the priorities:  reduce, reuse, recycle. 

Reuse of products in their initial form, and the recycling of products into similar products to 
reduce the use of virgin materials should be required whenever possible.  Deposits for glass and 
metal beverage containers as well as wet and dry cell batteries (for the promotion of rechargeable 
batteries) should be required. Nonrecyclable products such as disposable diapers and nonrecycl­
able food packaging should be heavily taxed, and the revenue used to pay for waste disposal and 
waste reduction programs. 

The recycling tax incidence should fall more directly on those firms generating the waste. The 
standardization and overall reduction of packaging should be encouraged.  State loans and subsi­
dies to businesses should require toxic waste use reduction plans. 
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The state government must use its purchasing power to build markets for recyclable and reus­
able products.  It should be required to buy such products whenever possible. 

All products should be rated and labeled as to their total environmental impact, for example: 
the level of persistent toxic substances released during production, use, repair, or disposal; the 
frugal use of energy; and the use of renewable resources.  Economic incentives for the production 
of toxic wastes need to be removed through “full-cost” pricing. 

Deregulation of low-level radioactive waste is unacceptable.  High-level waste storage should 
be only for waste generated in Wisconsin, and should not be sited until the elimination of nuclear 
power in the state is complete. 

New incinerators should be banned in all cases where alternative disposal methods can be 
used.  Incentives to phase out existing incineration, by substitution of recycling, reuse and source 
reduction must be implemented.  Dilution of toxic incinerator ash must be discontinued. Ash 
must be classified and disposed of as hazardous waste. 

The waste generation history and environmental record of a recycling or waste disposal firm 
will be a major criteria in considering competitive bids by municipalities for such services. 
C. Pesticides 

Large signs explaining the potential dangers of pesticide use  should be required for at least 
two days before and after any commercial or private pesticide application, indoors or outdoors. 

The state should create and maintain a central data base, which citizens can access at all times, 
to find out the chemical contents, products used, dosage applied, health effects, and company 
responsible, for any private or commercial pesticide application. 

Pesticides should not be used on or in public property, except as a last resort, after demonstrat­
ing the failure of other organic alternatives. Major tax incentives for phaseout of pesticides in 
agricultural application should be implemented. The use of atrazine should be banned. 

Funding for public education on alternative forms of lawn and garden care should be in­
creased. Tax incentives should reward the use of organic pest control methods. 

Communities in the state should have the right to pass stronger controls on pesticides than 
those specified in state and federal regulations. 
D. 	Public Right to Protection 

Public’s Right to Know:  The public should have an absolute right to know when substances 
are being put in the environment that can harm our health or the health of plants and animals, and 
when such substances are being handled or transported.  This requirement must apply not only 
to businesses and individuals but to the government and the military. 

Personal and Corporate Responsibility: We believe that individuals should not be able to 
harm public health and safety and then hide behind the mask of a corporation.  The DNR and State 
Attorney General must be more vigorous in prosecuting offenses, particularly large-scale ones, 
and should be willing to hold individuals accountable when appropriate. Corporations which 
engage in gross violations should be faced with revocation of their corporate charter. State poli­
cies should favor companies that uphold the “Valdez Principle” of environmental responsibility. 

3.  POLITICAL REFORM 
Reenfranchisement of the individual is fundamental to the development of grassroots democ­

racy. The domination of politics by money rather than debate of issues is the greatest factor sepa­
rating governmental leaders from the interests of their constituents. 
A. Grassroots Power 

The public must have the right to participate more directly in the state government. The DNR 
board, VTAE board and other policy making boards should be elected at large or by geographic 
areas. There should be a state wide right of binding initiative/referendum in Wisconsin, so that 
citizens can bypass the legislature on issues of importance. 

The Greens absolutely support open meetings and open records laws. 
In situations where testimony from experts is required (such as environmental impact state­

ments), funding must be available to citizens groups to provide expert witnesses. 
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The legislature should make laws and the governor should enforce them, as originally estab­
lished in our constitution.  The “partial veto” power of governors has been abused by both major 
parties, and should be eliminated. 
B. Campaign Financing 

PACs must be eliminated. Limits should be imposed on the money that candidates can spend 
on campaigns, with the amount determined for each race by the size of constituency of the office 
being contested. We support removing economic interests from the electoral process by limiting 
contributions of cash and services by businesses and individuals. We do not support term limits 
since they restrict the rights of people to choose their representatives. 
C. Conflicts of Interest 

Governmental decision-making bodies must be free of conflicts of interest that would cause 
their members to put personal interest above the public good.  Ethics laws must be strengthened 
in this regard, and rigorously enforced. 
D. Third Party Rights 

The current two-party system has a stranglehold on state politics, through regulations and 
funding systems.  Laws must be changed to level the playing field for other parties. Subsidies 
which favor the current major parties (such as “caucus staffs”) must be eliminated. 

The Wisconsin Greens do not currently call for proportional representation, but if reforms can­
not be accomplished to allow participation of parties other than the “big two,” we may support 
proportional representation as a necessary solution. 

4. ECONOMICS 
A. “Growth” vs. Development 

Current economics is oriented toward perpetual growth. The current worship of growth has 
only accelerated the concentration of wealth and the deterioration of people’s lives and the envi­
ronment. 

The Greens believe that economic development is different from simply unlimited growth. 
Our society must develop into to a sustainable economy, where the goal is to improve quality of 
life for people.  Government economists today (the ones we see on TV) talk only about more eco­
nomic activity; they don’t talk about quality of life or what we are leaving for future generations. 
A perfect example of this occurred during the 1980s, when we were told the economy was rosy 
because Wall Street and real estate were booming, while America’s industries were closing, the 
average person was making less each year, and the health of the environment was declining. 

Government economists must be required to develop measurements for quality of life, quality 
of the environment, and long-term effects of policies.  These figures must be part of any govern­
ment policies related to the economy. 
B. Trade 

Wisconsin Greens oppose the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).  These “free” trade agreements sacrifice the sover­
eignty of our people, by giving a small body of international bureaucrats the ability to override 
our federal, state and local laws on working conditions, discrimination, health and safety, con­
sumer protection, and environmental protection.  These agreements will tend to reduce the living 
conditions of people to the lowest common denominator.  They would also rob us of our right 
to use trade sanctions to pressure other countries to be responsible about environmental protec­
tion and human rights. 

The exportation of pesticides, and other products prohibited for use in the United States must 
be banned, as well as the importation of food produced with banned products. Tax policies and 
tariffs should favor products which were produced in a sustainable way (such as sustainable har­
vest timber) and penalize products that use up or destroy resources (such as “rainforest beef”). 
C. Responsible Technology 

Progress and technology have given us comfort, but provide no assurance for long-term sur­
vival.  “Progress” is too often defined as anything that is new from science or technology, regard­
less of the consequences for people, the environment and other life forms.  Programs of applied 
research need to have democratic citizen oversight to assure that technology applications devel­
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oped with public support are carefully screened based on the public interest, including: quality, 
need, safety, durability, and the lifecycle toxicity/environmental cost of the products and pro­
cesses. 
D. True Cost Pricing 

Today, the true cost of environmentally damaging products is being pushed off on future gen­
erations, or is being paid out of general tax revenues when it is clean-up time.  The Greens support 
taxes and other policies to make the price of goods reflect their true cost. This will finance clean­
up and education efforts, and will also make environmentally safe products more competitive in 
the marketplace. 
E. Jobs and Quality of Life 

Everyone needs a chance to work, to keep our economy healthy and to give people a sense of 
self-worth.  But four very important changes must happen: (1) Everyone who works must be able 
to live on what they make. (2) We must open up the definition of work to allow for people who 
do important work that isn’t paid – such as women and men who run households, or people who 
work as volunteers.  (3) Economic development must focus on jobs that are based in the commu­
nity and that will last.  (4) The workplace must accommodate people’s human needs. 

Living Wages: Any business that does not pay an employee enough to live off of is costing 
the rest of society by driving that person on to public support such as welfare.  The minimum 
wage must be raised to a level which comfortably allows support of a family of four. Health and 
unemployment benefits must cover everyone who does not work.  Part-time and temporary work­
ers must also make a living wage and have reasonable health coverage. 

Unpaid Work:  Health coverage and other “safety nets” must extend to people who are doing 
unpaid but important work in society, such as raising children, running households, getting edu­
cated, and working as volunteers. 

Economic Development:  It’s not enough to see employment rates going up:  Wisconsin needs 
jobs pay well, and ones that will last.  Policies must be focused on businesses that have a vested 
interest in the community where their employees live – especially small businesses and em-
ployee-owned businesses. These companies are less likely to leave town or lay off workers sim­
ply to increase profits. 

Workplace Conditions: The Wisconsin Greens support family leave legislation, paid vaca­
tion time, job sharing, and more flexibility in work scheduling.  Employers also need to make 
sure that the workplace is safe.  Workplace safety regulations (including safety from toxins) are 
absolutely necessary to prevent abuses.  The workplace can also be made better and more effi­
cient by involving workers in decision-making and management. 

Unions: The Wisconsin Greens support the right of people to form unions, bargain collective­
ly, and strike if necessary. We oppose unfair “union-busting” tactics used by the government and 
corporations. The State should assist management in working more closely and cooperatively 
with unions. 
F.  Welfare Reform 

Almost all people have a natural incentive to want to work, if meaningful employment at a 
living wage with some kind of future is available to them.  The biggest welfare “pockets” occur 
in places where very little high-quality employment is available. 

Wisconsin must support and reward investment in areas that have few high-quality jobs. Job 
development incentives should concentrate on companies that will offer local people a direct 
stake in the business, through local ownership, worker ownership, and profit sharing. 

Pushing people off of welfare does no good if there aren’t any good jobs for them to apply for. 
“Bridefare” and “Learnfare” are classic examples of this negative approach to welfare reform. 
These “reforms” must be replaced with job training programs and community investment pro­
grams that will build the base of locally-owned enterprises in areas that are now job-poor. 

5. COMMUNITY 
The Greens believe that the basic unit of politics is the local community. Communities must 

be strengthened politically and economically if our democracy is going to be healthy. 
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A.  Community Economics 
Although our economy is always changing, the Greens believe that it shouldn’t be unreason­

able for a person to want to work and live in the town or neighborhood where they grew up.  Urban 
areas and rural small towns are seeing the their economic base evaporate, and even some suburbs 
are becoming “crabgrass ghettos” as jobs and business keep moving to other communities or 
overseas. 

End Subsidies for Sprawl:  The state must cut subsidies and incentives for new development 
to move to cheap land in the countryside.  This process destroys cities, suburbs and farmland, 
and costs everyone more in the long run when services (roads, sewer, etc.) have to be extended. 

Create A State Development Bank:  In competition with private banks, the state should create 
a development bank.  This bank would strengthen community economies through loan guaran­
tees, loan participation, and direct loans to high-risk ventures including: new and small busi­
nesses, cooperatives and worker owned firms, organic and beginning farmers, and community 
land trusts. 
B. Rural Communities 

Many of our state’s small towns are losing their economic base.  This trend must be reversed. 
State tax policies should favor businesses that stay in the community where their employees 

live.  Farmers must receive decent prices for their products, so that they continue to act as an im­
portant economic support to small towns. 
C. Urban Vision and Revitalization 

Ecological interdependence and integrity are touchstones of healthy communities – both natu­
ral and human.  When urban neighborhoods are ghettoized by race and class, when social and 
economic inequities are pervasive, when the built environment and the pressures of survival sep­
arate people from the natural environment and from each other – it becomes difficult for human 
beings to know, express and honor their true nature, or to develop to their full potential.  Our 
inability to create and maintain harmonious urban places which encourage thriving, vital com­
munities and whole human beings – and our callousness to the unmet human needs of most 
people – is mirrored in unsustainable and callous relationships with nature, and disregard for the 
impacts our behavior now has on future generations. 

Our job skills, our hopes, the very lives of our young people are being wasted in our urban 
centers.  Residents in the poorest communities are often locked into a cycle of joblessness, wel­
fare, crime, homelessness, inadequate housing, drug addition, physical and economic violence, 
poor health, environmental poisoning, and hopelessness.  We support initiatives to remedy these 
problems that are hemorrhaging many neighborhoods. 

Thousands of neighborhood self-help organizations have discovered effective ways to address 
these problems on a local level through innovative, participatory programs and experiments de­
signed to empower people, offer support and alternative channels for frustration and rage.  These 
programs range from youth art centers to community development corporations, from afford­
able, tenant-controlled housing, to community gardens and participatory planning of infrastruc­
ture projects. We support the cultural traditions, strong families and initiative and creativity 
within our cities’ many cultural groups that will, within the context of a political movement and 
values transformation, restore cities to economic, ecological and social health. 

What is needed is a massive, coordinated program of public intervention based on a major infu­
sion of federal, state and corporate funds to local residents and their grassroots organizations 
with no strings attached. This would include major public works programs to rebuild our cities 
as well as joint ventures, private sector and non-profit local initiatives, and locally controlled 
cooperatives, and employee-owned and public enterprises.  These initiatives need to be based 
on ecologically sound reindustrialization programs, with conversion of military facilities and 
harmful technologies/industries, and with massive worker and management retraining.  We sup­
port safe neighborhoods and a non-toxic environment in every community. 

Urban centers also need to be mindful of our relationship to other peoples and places as well. 
Cities can no longer be colonizers or rural and wilderness resources. Urban centers in regional 
watersheds need to become sustainable, with clean, renewable energy and safe food produced 
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regionally, and our waste recycled, reused or stored safely, locally. Economic resources as well 
as natural ones must be managed and shared fairly between suburb and city, as well as between 
urban and rural communities. 
D. Planning 

State law should be changed to require more compact urban and suburban land use patterns 
by mandating comprehensive state planning goals that include determination of permanent ur­
ban growth boundaries in conjunction with local governments, while establishing the primacy 
of the right to farm. 

Local zoning and infrastructure investment should be made more democratic:  planning com­
missions should be elected, and planners should be accountable to local legislative bodies, rather 
than to the chief executive.  Neighborhood planning councils should be created in large cities 
with the power to veto major projects in their communities. 

The state should set down guidelines for planning, which should include preservation of prime 
farmland, wetlands, woodlands, and strict management of urban growth. 

6. VIOLENCE AND CRIME 
A. The Nonviolent Ethic 

One of the key values of the Greens is nonviolence. Historical evidence proves that with vio­
lence there is always at least one loser.  Greens contend that, with nonviolence, there is at least 
a chance that a win-win solution can be found in any situation. 

There are many types of violence, not just street crime, and all must be addressed. 
B. Crime and Punishment 

Imprisonment keeps the criminal away from society, at least for a while. But it is ineffective 
for rehabilitation, and does not allow a criminal to repay his or her “debt to society.”  Alternative 
sentencing, such as meaningful community service, must be emphasized as much as possible for 
nonviolent offenders. 

Our justice system must begin to attach equal importance to justice for white collar criminals, 
including environmental violators. Corporate executives should be held personally responsible 
for the consequences of their corporate actions. 

Community members must be involved directly in crime control in their own communities, 
through citizen police boards, recruitment of police officers from areas to be patrolled, and 
neighborhood watch programs. 
C. Drugs 

No “war on drugs” can ever be won as long as communities that are overrun with drug abuse 
and the drug trade have no economic alternatives.  The more Wisconsin can do to promote local-
ly-based economic opportunities, the more the drug problem will fade into the background. 

Drug abuse of all kinds should be treated as a disease, rather than a criminal offense. 

7. TAXATION 
A. Fair Taxation Rates 

Wisconsin Greens support progressive methods of taxation, including: higher income taxes 
for the wealthy, especially the top one percent of households, and graduated corporate income 
taxes with loopholes removed. 

Public policy has up to now largely favored fossil fuels, nuclear energy, chemical farming, pes­
ticides, and automobile/highway culture through massive subsidies.  We support removing such 
subsidies to nonrenewable resource use, and enacting a nonrenewable energy tax, higher motor 
fuel and auto taxes, and property-related taxes on trip generation including a property tax on au-
tomobiles-all with provision for refundable income tax credits for low-income households. 

A portion of funds from an increase in the motor fuel tax should be earmarked to go for devel­
opment of alternative transportation. 

We favor eliminating tax loopholes for corporations and the wealthy, including the state capital 
gains deduction and the exemption of manufacturing machinery and equipment from property 
tax. 
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The Greens oppose state caps on property taxes – not because those taxes should not be kept 
under control, but because it is the community’s right to decide how to control its own spending. 
B.  Spending 

The Greens believe that government decisions should be made as close to the people as pos­
sible. When money comes to a community from the state and federal government, the people 
of the local community must have greater say in how that money is spent.  The state may suggest 
spending, but should not force a community unless the community is acting unconstitutionally 
– for example engaging in racial or religious discrimination – or unless the safety of the public
is at stake. 

State budgets must be independently audited for unnecessary “pork barrel” spending and that 
spending eliminated. 

State agencies must be prepared to defend their budgets, and to submit to external audits of 
their efficiency and effectiveness. 

Management of state agencies must be changed to a model such as total quality management 
which emphasizes efficiency and effectiveness. 

Giving individuals or corporations tax breaks is similar to spending, since it deprives the gov­
ernment of revenue it would otherwise receive.  Therefore, special tax breaks should only be 
granted when there will be a benefit to society to justify the cost.  In particular, the Greens believe 
that the state must crack down on tax incremental financing tax breaks, which are often granted 
in questionable situations. 

8. EDUCATION 
Everyone needs to have life-long access to educational opportunities, to allow them to develop 

to the fullest of their individual abilities.  Lifelong education helps our state economically, since 
it gives people the chance to pursue new job opportunities. 
A. Institutional Policy 

Educational systems must be decentralized with greater input and control at the local level by 
teachers and families. 

After-school programs for the children of single or working parents must be available. Parent 
education programs should be developed in areas such as child development and learning. 

We support a family’s right to educate its children at home.  The state and local school districts 
should assist with home schooling by providing curriculum materials if needed. 

The state’s educational system (including universities) should teach principles of sustainable 
development as part of the curriculum in economics, agriculture, engineering and other fields. 
Developing these skills in our society will be absolutely essential to our future survival. In partic­
ular, the Greens call for creating an “Institute for Sustainable Development,” based at one or 
more of the UW system campuses and involving the UW Extension and the Technical Colleges. 
B.  Educational Techniques 

Expansion beyond the traditional concept of the classroom and structure of the school day – 
to allow flexibility in how individuals learn – should be encouraged. 

Teachers must bring the world into the classroom, and bring the classroom out into the commu­
nity.  Opportunities for nonclassroom learning, and the use of “teachers” from the local commu­
nity must be developed.  Educational experiences can involve community service, field work, 
political activity, and job training. The curricula of schools needs to be focused on actually en­
couraging people to learn how to learn, at their own rate, rather than encouraging rote learning 
and submission to authority. 

In addition to critical thinking, students must be helped to learn nonintellectual skills such as 
interpersonal relations, dealing with emotions, conflict resolution, environmental appreciation, 
and manual skills. 

Students should be taught the arts of democracy, including how to be involved politically in 
their communities. 
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C.  Funding 
Educational funding should be sufficient to assure true equality of educational opportunity. 

The state share in public school costs should be increased, to compensate for state and federal 
support cuts in recent years. 

Our country’s public school system should be a cornerstone of our democracy, assuring that 
everyone has an equal opportunity to become educated.  School “choice” programs should be 
limited to public schools. Funding competing schools in the same area may not be cost-effective, 
and funding private or religious schools with public tax dollars is unacceptable. 

Ways must be found to improve the quality of our public schools, particularly ways that in­
volve parents, students and the community. Giving up on our public schools by letting people 
opt out will simply make things worse. 

The state should provide technical assistance to communities to make their schools better and 
more cost-effective, rather than just slapping them with budget cuts and mandated standardized 
tests. 

9.  HUMAN & CIVIL RIGHTS 
The Greens believe that protecting civil rights and human rights must take top priority over 

other concerns. Rights are absolute: our government should not be allowed to deny people’s 
rights simply by claiming there is some practical need to do it.  Similarly, we cannot allow anyone 
to deny rights to particular groups in society, such as people of a particular sex, race, education, 
or income.  If rights are denied to anyone, it is the same as denying them to everyone. 
A. Individual Freedom 

The Wisconsin Greens oppose any attempt by the government to restrict individual freedom, 
unless a person’s actions threaten the safety or welfare of others. 
B. Nondiscrimination 

No one should be treated unfairly or segregated because of who they are: if they are from a 
particular racial or ethnic background; if they are young or old, if they have or don’t have a fami­
ly; if they are educated or uneducated; who they love or who they share their household with; 
what their physical or mental abilities are. 

The Wisconsin Greens believe the government must play an active role in stopping discrimina­
tion against particular people or groups.  This includes supporting nondiscrimination in housing 
and employment. 

The key to nondiscrimination is understanding. State and community governments must not 
only prevent discrimination, but actively work to bring all groups into decision-making pro­
cesses. 
C.  Native American Rights 

The Wisconsin Greens support full tribal sovereignty:  members of Indian tribes have certain 
rights not because our government has “granted” them, but because the tribes retain those rights 
under treaties with the U.S. government. 

We believe that public education should foster an understanding of the history of our conflicts 
and treaties with Wisconsin’s tribes and a respect for native cultures.  We also support the efforts 
of tribes to protect our state’s environmental future. 
D. Population 

The human population, like the population of all other species, cannot grow without limit. 
Global environmental sustainability requires a stable population.  To achieve this: (1) Contracep­
tion must be universally available and affordable (covered by health insurance).  (2) Poverty 
must be eradicated and the economic and social status of women must be equal to that of men. 
(3) Required environmental education must include an explanation of the need for a stable popu-
lation.  (4) The United States must support voluntary family planning in other countries. 

10. HEALTH 
A. Health Care System 

The Wisconsin Greens support the idea that health care should be a service everyone has ac­
cess to – like police and fire protection – rather than something only certain people can afford. 
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This idea is not only fair but economical: when people don’t get good health care – especially 
preventative medicine – all of society eventually pays for it. 

Health Coverage:  A universal, single-payer system for funding health care will be the most 
effective and will eliminate the “middleman” of the insurance company, which takes a large slice 
of the health care dollar.  The system should be funded through state and federal taxes. The sys­
tem must be designed to minimize bureaucracy and paperwork, and to allow citizens to select 
health care providers and treatment.  The state and federal government should impose cost con­
trols and efficiency requirements (such as hospitals sharing expensive high-tech equipment) to 
keep costs as low as possible without rationing or denying care. 

Health Policy:  Regional consumer boards to assure equal access to quality services should 
also be created. Scholarships to health care practitioners willing to work in areas of need, to be 
reimbursed through public service.  Greater education in occupational medicine, preventive 
medicine, and alternative medicine should be implemented. 

Comprehensive health education needs to be offered to all in schools and community centers 
including information on sex education, AIDS, and substance abuse prevention.  The use of 
technology to prolong life without regard to the quality of  life and the wishes of the person in­
volved should be avoided. The participation of family members in the processes of life and death 
should be supported along with family leave policies to make participation possible. Living wills 
to assure a persons’ right to make decisions about their death should be encouraged. People with 
long-term illness or disabilities must have the  right to live at home in their community. 
B. Contraception and Abortion 

Research in contraceptive technologies to make birth control safe, inexpensive and easy to use 
must be fully supported. Contraceptives need to be made widely available to all people, along 
with educational programs regarding sexuality and birth control. 

We make no judgment about whether abortion is right or wrong, since we believe it is a person­
al moral or religious decision. However, since it is a personal decision, the state should make 
no laws punishing a person for making the decision one way or another.  Safe, legal abortion ser­
vices must be available. 
C. Food and Health 

Citizens have a right to know what is in the food they eat, and to be protected from substances 
that are toxic.  Untested food additives and genetically engineered food should be kept off the 
market until tested, or at least should be required to be labelled. 

It is unacceptable for the government to prohibit a food from being labelled as free of a particu­
lar substance (such BGH) or produced in a particular way (such as organically grown), as long 
as the company can prove the claim is true. 

The benefits of vegetarianism for the environment, health, the alleviation of world hunger 
should be taught in all public health education programs.  Vegetarian meal options should be 
made available at all public institutions, including schools. 

11.  SPIRITUAL AND CULTURAL LIFE 
The state government should recognize that cultural activities like art, music, and dance are 

important to all parts of our society, and should support these activities not just for well-to-do 
or highly educated people but for everyone. 

The Greens respect all spiritual traditions, new or old, and support the freedom of people to 
worship or not worship as they choose. We support freely chosen individual and group participa­
tion in spiritual communion, and the separation of spiritual or religious practices from the activi­
ties of government. We encourage the development of all aspects of our being: body, emotions, 
mind and spirit. 
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LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF WISCONSIN 
April 2001 
Headquarters 

State Headquarters: P.O. Box 20815, Greenfield 53220-0815. 
Telephone: (800) 236-9236. 

State Executive Committee 

Chair: ROBERT G. COLLISON, Brookfield.

Vice-Chair: TIMOTHY PETERSON, Oconomowoc.

Secretary: JAMES J. SEWELL, Racine.

Treasurer: MELISSA NEITMAN, Brookfield.

Past Chair: RONALD T. EMERY, Grafton.

At-Large Member: DAVID HOWARD, West Allis.

At-Large Member: NICK PIERGROSSI, Neenah.

Congressional District Representatives:

1st District: vacancy 6th District: David Snyder, Fond du Lac 

Alternate: William Frantz, Delavan Alternate: Steven Erbach, Neenah 
2nd District: Thomas Ender, Stoughton 7th District: Paul O. Ehlers, Rhinelander 

Alternate: Rolf C. Lindgren, Madison Alternate: John Bailey, Gleason 
3rd District: Carl P. Schoen, Eau Claire 8th District: Herman Tollenaar, Appleton 

Alternate: Randolf Palmer, Altoona Alternate: H. Malliett, Green Bay 
4th District: Nikola Rajnovic, West Allis 9th District: Robert Schramm, Pewaukee 

Alternate: Steven Baumeister, South Alternate: Michelle L. Keshel, Muskego 
Milwaukee 

5th District: MaryAnn Geisler, Milwaukee 
Alternate: Mike Mckenna, Milwaukee 

Source: Libertarian Party of Wisconsin. 

State Convention. The Libertarian Party of Wisconsin holds its state convention in the spring 
of each year to adopt a state party platform and resolutions and conduct other party business.  In 
even-numbered years, the convention selects delegates to the national convention and may 
endorse candidates for election.  In odd-numbered years, it elects party officers and members-at-
large to the executive committee. 

State Officers and Executive Committee. The party is headed by an executive committee 
consisting of the 4 party officers, the immediate past state party chair, a representative from each 
of the 9 congressional districts, and 2 members-at-large. 

The 4 party officers and the 2 members-at-large serve 2-year terms, which begin at the end of 
the convention at which they are elected.  Party officer or member-at-large vacancies are filled 
by a vote of the committee. 

Congressional district members are not assigned fixed terms but generally serve for one year. 
Congressional district conventions meet annually, although state party members within a con­
gressional district may hold an election at any time.  Any vacant congressional district position 
is filled by a vote of state party members residing within that congressional district.  A party mem­
ber receiving the most votes at a congressional district election becomes a representative when 
the executive committee accepts his or her credentials. 

National Committee.  The Libertarian National Committee is composed of the 4 national offi­
cers, the immediate past chair, 5 members-at-large, and 9 regional representatives.  A state’s affili­
ation with a region is determined by the convention delegates from that state and is often the sub­
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ject of negotiations before and during the national convention.  Members of the Libertarian 
National Committee are selected at each biennial national convention and serve for 2 years from 
one national convention to the next.  The Libertarian National Committee addresses national 
issues and serves, but does not control, the state parties. 

LIBERTARIAN PARTY OF WISCONSIN PLATFORM 
Adopted at the State Party Convention, Pewaukee, April 28, 2001 

Preamble 

As Libertarians, we defend each person’s right to engage in any activity that is peaceful and 
honest and we welcome the diversity that freedom brings. We seek a world of liberty; a world 
in which all individuals control their own lives and are never forced to compromise their values 
or sacrifice their property. We believe that no conflict exists between civil order and individual 
rights and that individuals, groups, or governments should not initiate force against other individ­
uals, groups, or governments. 

Principles 

Life: 

We believe that all individuals have the right to control their own lives and live in whatever 
manner they choose, as long as they do not interfere with the identical rights of others. 

Liberty: 

The only proper functions of government are the protection of the people from actual foreign 
or domestic threats to their lives and freedoms; and the protection of their individual rights, name­
ly – life, property, and liberty of speech and action. 

Property: 

The only economic system compatible with the protection of individual human rights is the free 
market; therefore, the fundamental right of individuals to own property and to enjoy the rewards 
of their just earnings should not be compromised. 

Platform 

Preface: 

While members of the Libertarian Party of Wisconsin advocate abolishing laws governing cer­
tain voluntary behaviors, this does not necessarily imply endorsement of such behaviors.  We only 
make the statement that in such matters an individual’s right to free choice must be recognized 
and the morality of such choices is not a concern of government.  It follows that our silence regard­
ing any other government activity should not be interpreted as implying our approval of such ac­
tivity. 

Taxes: 

We advocate phasing out taxes on incomes, personal property, and real property, along with cor­
responding decreases in the size of government. 

Term Limits: 

We advocate limits on the time any elected official may serve in office. 

Elections: 

We advocate election law reforms that make it easier for the people to nominate and finance 
the election of the candidates of their choice. 
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Treating Adults Like Children: 

We believe laws mandating automobile insurance, use of seat belts and helmets, minimum 
wage, and curfews hamper individual freedom and the responsibility that must go with it. We 
further believe that laws restricting such things as cruising and tattoos trivialize the law and breed 
disrespect for it. 

State Mandates: 

We believe that state mandates, such as the binding arbitration law, are unreasonable burdens 
on those who must comply with and pay for them.  They only represent the desires of special inter­
est groups and their advocates in the legislature. When these mandates are unfunded they become 
even more unacceptable. 

Gun Ownership: 

We believe in the inviolability of the right to keep and bear arms. We therefore oppose all laws 
restricting the ownership, manufacture, transfer, or sale of firearms.  We further oppose all laws 
requiring registration of firearms.  We support an amendment to the Wisconsin Constitution to 
guarantee the right to keep and bear arms.  We also cannot ignore the clear lessons from history 
of the suffering which can fall upon a disarmed people. 

Children and the Family: 

We believe that children are a special group of citizens possessing fundamental rights involving 
their life and health. However, until they reach the age of legal responsibility, their other rights 
are limited and their parents or guardians are responsible for their actions and upbringing.  There­
fore, the rights and authority that parents or guardians need to fulfill their child raising responsibi­
lities must be respected, but never at the expense of the child’s life and health. 

Welfare: 

Today’s confusion between a person’s material needs and that person’s rights has led to our cur­
rent system of taxpayer provided, government welfare programs.  These programs often invade 
privacy and have proven to be demeaning and inefficient. Welfare is not charity. Charity must 
be freely given.  More charity needs to be substituted for welfare. It is also good to remember 
that for people to be truly free they must become responsible for their own welfare and actions. 

Health Care: 

We believe the problems with our current health care system are due to government interference 
and mandates and that any government program to “provide” health care to some at the expense 
of others will most certainly reduce the overall quality, responsiveness, and individuality of health 
care for everyone.  It would also reduce the influx of the most talented people our society has to 
offer into the medical profession and diminish the exemplary worldwide progress and leadership 
our medical system has demonstrated. For these reasons, we advocate the free enterprise system 
as the only system capable of making quality, individualized medical care available to all. 

Education: 

Since private education is today out-performing public education at half the cost, we call for 
the phaseout of all state and federal involvement in education. We, therefore, endorse “School 
Choice”. 

Transportation: 

We support the maximum possible privatization of all publicly owned transportation systems 
and, therefore, oppose the creation of any new publicly funded or managed transportation sys­
tems. 

Environment: 

A clean environment is in everyone’s interest.  Our legal system should protect public and pri­
vate property from pollution. However, a balance must be found between environmental protec­
tion and the long term economic health of a free society. The right of property owners to prosecute 
any polluter under trespass, nuisance, and negligence laws should be reinstated.  It follows that 
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bureaucracies should not be allowed to harass alleged environmental violators or restrict their di­
rect access to just treatment under the judicial system. 

Victimless Crime: 

Because only actions that infringe on the rights of others can properly be termed “crimes”, we 
favor the repeal of federal, state, and local laws regarding crimes without victims.  In particular, 
we advocate: 

a. The repeal of laws restricting the production, sale, possession, or use of prohibited drugs 
and medicines. 

b. The repeal of laws which are in conflict with the legally recognized age for maturity and 
responsibility regarding a minimum drinking age. 

c. The repeal of laws restricting consensual sexual relations between adults. 
d. The repeal of laws regulating or prohibiting gambling. 
e. The decriminalization of assisted suicide. 

Federal “Strings”: 

The federal government often uses the threat of withholding “federal” funds to coerce states 
into specific actions. We strongly urge elected officials of Wisconsin to resist such pressure and 
applaud them when they do. 
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REPUBLICAN PARTY OF WISCONSIN 
June 2001 

Headquarters and Staff 

State Headquarters: 148 East Johnson Street, P.O. Box 31, Madison 53701-0031.

Telephone: (608) 257-4765; Fax: (608) 257-4141.

Internet Address: http://www.wisgop.org

Executive Director: DARRIN SCHMITZ.


Administrative Assistant: PATTY SHERMAN.


Political Director: RICK WILEY.


Director of Party Development: JEFF TOBOYEK.


Communications Director: CHRIS LATO.


Controller: BRIAN WILK.


Finance Director: DAN MORSE.


Assistant Finance Director/Events Coordinator: SCOTT POOLE.


Finance Assistant: JASON BECKENBAUGH.


Telemarketing Manager: RICHARD DICKIE.


Computer Operations Director: WESLEY MARQUART.


State Executive Committee 

State Chairman: RICHARD GRABER, Shorewood.

Finance Chairman: JAMES BARRY III, Milwaukee.

Vice Chairmen: 1st – BRAD COURTNEY, Whitefish Bay; 2nd – E.D. COOPER, Mukwonago; 


3rd – DON TAYLOR, Waukesha; 4th – DARLENE ROSS, Shawano; 5th – vacancy. 
Secretary: DAVID ANDERSON, Wausau. 
Treasurer: BUCK SCHILLING, Park Falls. 
National Committeewoman: MARY BUESTRIN, Mequon. 
National Committeeman: MICHAEL W. GREBE, Milwaukee. 
Wisconsin College Republican Chairman: NICK CECOSH, Madison. 
Wisconsin Republican African American Council: EDWARD BOLTON, Milwaukee. 
Wisconsin Heritage Council Chairman: W.L. MARTIN, Madison. 
Wisconsin Labor Council: DAVID HYDE, Kenosha. 
Wisconsin Senior Citizen Council: ROD NELSON, Sheboygan. 
Immediate Past Chairman: DAVID OPITZ, Port Washington. 
Congressional District Chairmen and Vice Chairmen: 
1st District 6th District 

Reince Priebus, Racine Mike Hert, Oshkosh

Paula Wilson, Whitewater Don Zahalka, Oshkosh


2nd District 7th District 
Kim Babler, Madison Tom Flaschberger, Hayward

Carol R. Clausius, Richland Center Lowell Howard, Merrill


3rd District 8th District 
Dennis Shaw, Menomonie Bill Ross, Shawano

Gary Arneson, La Crosse Chad Weininger, Green Bay


4th District 9th District 
Edward Schultz, Milwaukee Don Moecker, Waukesha 
John Schober, New Berlin Lorraine Blaubach, Thiensville 

5th District 
Trent Jay, Wauwatosa

Bob Spindell, Milwaukee


Source: Republican Party of Wisconsin. 
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County Organization.  County party organizations are the basic building blocks of the Repub­
lican Party of Wisconsin.  County party leaders are elected in county caucuses prior to April 1 of 
the odd-numbered year.  Each committee has a chairman, first vice chairman, secretary, and trea­
surer. 

Congressional District Organization.  Each congressional district has an organization, which 
coordinates the activities of the county organizations in the district, with special emphasis on the 
election of Republican congressional candidates. The district organization is directed by a com­
mittee consisting of district members of the state executive committee and, at minimum, an 
elected chairman, vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer. Committee officers are elected in odd­
numbered years prior to the state convention. 

State Officers and Executive Committee.  Party leadership is vested in a 35-member state 
executive committee, consisting of the 11 party officers (including the chairman of the county 
chairmen’s organization, the president of the Wisconsin Federation of Republican Women, and 
the chairman of the Young Republicans, who are designated respectively as the third, fourth, and 
fifth vice chairmen of the committee); the immediate past state party chairman; the chairman and 
vice chairman from each of the state’s 9 congressional district organizations; and the chairmen 
of the Wisconsin College Republicans, the Wisconsin Republican African American Council, the 
Wisconsin Heritage Council, the Wisconsin Senior Citizen Council, and the Wisconsin Labor 
Council.  In addition, one member of the state’s Republican congressional delegation, chosen by 
the delegation, and 2 state legislators, one from each house, chosen by the respective party caucus 
at the start of the legislative term, are attached to the state executive committee as nonvoting mem­
bers.  State committee vacancies are filled by the committee. 

Five of the 11 party officers – the chairman, first and second vice chairmen, secretary, and trea­
surer – are selected in odd-numbered years by the state executive committee at an organizational 
meeting within 30 days following the state convention.  Their 2-year terms begin upon adjourn­
ment of the organizational meeting.  The persons holding those offices and the immediate past 
state party chairman may not vote in the selection of the new officers. 

The national committeeman and committeewoman are included among the 11 state executive 
committee officers and are elected for 4-year terms by state convention delegates in presidential 
election years.  They serve from the adjournment of one national party convention to the end of 
the next and must be approved by the assembled delegates at the party’s national convention. 

The party finance chairman is also included among the 11 party officers. The finance chairman 
serves at the pleasure of the newly elected state chairman and is appointed with the consent of the 
committee to a term that continues until a successor is named. 

State Convention.  The party holds its state convention in May, June or July of each year to 
pass resolutions and conduct other party business.  In even numbered years, the convention adopts 
a state party platform.  A national committeeman and committeewoman are selected in those 
years in which a national party convention is held. 

National Convention and National Committee. The Republican National Committee con­
sists of a committeeman, committeewoman, and a chairman from each state, plus American 
Samoa, Washington, D.C., Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. Each state and territory 
has its own method of electing representatives.  National committee members serve from conven­
tion to convention.  The national committee is led by a chairman and cochairman, who serve two­
year terms. 
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REPUBLICAN PARTY OF WISCONSIN PLATFORM 
Adopted at the State Party Convention, June 10-11, 2000, Milwaukee 

Statement of Principles and Beliefs 

Continuing the Reform Tradition 
We share the Founding Fathers’ belief that life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are the 

inalienable rights of all people. 
We believe in one, sovereign United States of America, under God. 
We call for government that supports freedom of religion and ends all hostility toward the faith­

ful of all religions. 
We believe all are created equal in the eyes of God, and government should promote equal jus­

tice and opportunity for all. 
We believe the traditional family is the strongest building block on which to construct a free 

and productive society. 
We encourage policies that foster strong families and condemn policies that destroy families. 
We believe prosperity and living standards can be maximized only through free and unfettered 

markets. 
We believe in limited government. 
We believe in reduced and minimal taxation and regulation, which requires reduced spending 

and less bureaucracy. 
We believe our citizens and the fifty states must vigorously reclaim all power not expressly 

given to the federal government, as guaranteed through the Ninth and Tenth Amendments to the 
Constitution. 

We believe the citizens of Wisconsin enjoy an excellent quality of life, which we desire to pre­
serve and improve. 

We in Wisconsin also enjoy a tradition of open, fair and forthright government protected in law, 
which we will continue to defend and promote. 

Record of Accomplishment 
Under Republican leadership, Wisconsin has been a national leader in improving the quality 

of life of its citizens in nearly all areas. 
We commend Governor Tommy G. Thompson and the Republican Legislators for indexing the 

income tax, returning surplus taxes, and restoring the property tax/rent credit, in spite of steadfast 
obstruction by the Senate Democrats. 

In recent years, the Wisconsin ”death tax” has been eliminated and capital gains and income 
taxes have been reduced. 

The high school graduation rate of Wisconsin students has risen to 91.5 percent of 12th grade 
enrollments, well above the national average. Statewide average ACT college entrance scores 
have risen to 22.3, the highest in the nation. 

Job creation in Wisconsin has outpaced the nation during the nineties, and unemployment at 
3.4 percent is well below the national average of 4.5 percent.

Wisconsin’s W-2 program, which has become a model for the nation, has reduced welfare pay­
ments by more than 90 percent and enabled thousands to return to the workforce. The percentage 
of our population in ”poverty” has been lowered to 8.5 percent, well below our neighboring states 
and the national average of 13 percent. 

Ninety-two percent of Wisconsin residents have health coverage the best in the nation. 
The number of violent crimes has dropped to 249 per 100,000 people, lower than Wisconsin’s 

neighboring states and far lower than the national average of 566. 

Our Commitment for the Future 

Taxes 
We believe in limited government and realize that it is not possible for either freedom or pros­

perity to co-exist with an all-powerful state. 
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Recognizing that federal, state, and local tax collections are all at or near record highs, we 
oppose any net increases in taxes and call for significant tax relief immediately. 

Although the state government has cut taxes every year, Wisconsin citizens still carry a heavier 
tax burden than citizens of other states. Our goal is to further reduce state and local taxes. Specifi­
cally, we call for the elimination of the capital gains and business personal property taxes and we 
support replacing the current Wisconsin income tax with a simple and fair tax that treats everyone 
equally. 

We support the repeal of the Internet access tax. 

Family Values 
We continue to believe that traditional families, homes, and communities are the foundation 

of strength in our society, and we reaffirm our commitment to them. 
We specifically pledge to support marriage as a union between one man and one woman only. 
Republicans support legislation and other efforts that would re-establish legal protection for all 

innocent human beings from conception until natural death and affirm our support for the Human 
Life Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

We call for the federal government to follow Wisconsin’s lead and outlaw the cruel practice of 
partial-birth abortion, which is utterly shocking to the conscience and has absolutely no place in 
a civilized society. 

Constitutional Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
The Republican Party of Wisconsin is a vigilant supporter of the right to keep and bear arms, 

embodied in both the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and Article I, Section 
25, of the Wisconsin Constitution. We therefore oppose all efforts to restrict the ownership, 
manufacture, transfer, or sale of firearms by law-abiding adult citizens. 

We further oppose all efforts to require registration of firearms in the possession of law-abiding 
citizens, as well as efforts to bankrupt firearms manufacturers through frivolous, unethical law­
suits. Instead, we call for proper enforcement of the many existing laws against those who commit 
crimes. 

We believe in self-control, not gun control. 
For safety’s sake, we encourage voluntary training in the use of firearms, and the voluntary use 

of trigger locks. 
We cannot ignore the clear lessons of history regarding the tyranny and suffering which can fall 

upon a disarmed and vulnerable people. 

School Choice 
We recognize that parents are the first teachers of their children. 
We applaud Governor Thompson’s Milwaukee School Choice program and call for its expan­

sion statewide. 
We support neighborhood schools and oppose forced busing. 
We advocate pay for performance for teachers and administrators. 

Freedom of Religion 
We call for an end to governmental discrimination against religion, and we specifically support 

student-initiated  voluntary school prayer. 

Truth in Sentencing 
Republicans passed the Truth in Sentencing law to make sure convicted criminals serve their 

full time in prison, but the Democratic State Senate failed to cooperate in establishing uniform 
sentencing guidelines. We pledge to establish such guidelines. 

Campaign Finance Reform 
We call for sensible campaign finance reform, which will allow individuals to freely express 

their political opinions through their financial contributions, with full, prompt disclosure. 
We insist that neither employers nor unions should force individuals to contribute to political 

causes against their will. 
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Census 
The Republican Party of Wisconsin believes that the U.S. census, as presently administered, 

is an invasion of privacy, and that the census is being misused to provide the federal government 
with information to support unnecessary government spending. 

We call upon Congress to appropriate only enough funding for the Census Bureau to carry out 
its sole constitutional purpose: enumeration of the citizenry in order to properly reapportion the 
House of Representatives. 

We also call upon Congress to vigorously oppose any attempts to conduct the census by statisti­
cal sampling, which is unconstitutional and would invite corruption. 

Health Care 
We believe the government should encourage competition and consumer choice as the best way 

to hold down growing health care costs and ensure quality. 
We call for universal access to health care, but oppose efforts to establish a government-man-

dated, nationalized health care policy. 
The state and federal government should implement legislation to allow for the expansion of 

tax-free medical savings accounts. 
Individuals must be free to use their own money to purchase the health care or health care insur­

ance of their choice. 
We call for full individual income tax deductibility from taxable income of health care insur­

ance and prescription drug costs paid by individuals. 

Environment 
Our state is blessed with great natural beauty and precious resources, and we dedicate ourselves 

to preserving this rich heritage for further generations through balanced preservation of air, land 
and water. 

We support tax incentives for people to preserve wetlands, particularly farmers and landown­
ers. 

Republicans believe a balance must be struck between protection of our resources and protec­
tion of private property rights. 

We support reimbursement to individuals when property is taken, or value reduced, by govern­
ment actions. 

We support mining that meets our state’s environmental protection laws. 

Equal Treatment 
The Republican Party of Wisconsin believes that all human beings are created equal in the eyes 

of God, that all human beings have inherent civil rights, and that government should promote 
equal opportunity for all. 

We believe that individuals should be allowed to succeed or fail based upon their own merits, 
not because they are members of particular subgroups. 

We therefore support an amendment to the Wisconsin Constitution that would prohibit the state, 
or any of its political subdivisions or agents, from using race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, 
or religion as a criterion for discriminating against, or granting preferential treatment including 
the lowering of standards to, any individual or group with regard to public education, government 
employment, or government contracting. 

We pledge to promote the freedom and well being of all Wisconsin residents during the years 
ahead. 


